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By Riohard Rico /Editor & Publisher 

istory would remember it us 
“the golden age. 

_But in pre-1900 California, 

gold was in the eye of the beholder. 

Some of the pioneers in this new 
land were lured by the dream of El 
Dorado in 1849. When their gold pans 
came up empty, they traded them foi 

plows and mined 

the rich soil 
instead. Others 
made the ardu¬ 
ous east-west trip 
by wagon train 
solely because of 
the gold they 
envisioned on the 
fruit trees in the 

Reporter me Photo Vaca and Pleas- 

The Vacaville High ants valleys. But 
School football team none who stood 
shown in 1901. at the threshold of 

!he 20th century could have possibly 
imagined where fate and true grit 
would lead them, their descendants 
and their new town in the decades to 
come. 

Vacaville arrived at 1900 with 50 
years under its bell, the last eight as 
an incorporated city. Vast Mexican 
land grants had long since been 
•arved up or sold off. The land 
where grizzlies roamed and elk 
grazed had already passed 
t hrough the hands of the 
Southern Patwin Indians, some 
Spanish expedition homestead¬ 
ers and Mexican settlers. Since 
1850, when Manuel Vaca deeded 
nine square miles of his Los Putos 
grant to William McDaniel for 
$3,000, and a promise of 1,055 lots 
in a new town to be called Vaca 
ville, progress had been plod¬ 
ding, but steady. 

From a distance, Vacaville 
(Sec Change, Page 6) 


Precise packing (above) and the colorful labels of area 
companies (right) were signs of a thriving fruit industry. 
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Downtown Vacaville (above) as seen trom what 
Is now Andrews Park. Immigrants, like these 
Chinese household servants ot the l.W. Buck 
home, were a vital part ot Vacaville s history. 
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W — eIconic to the past 100 

years. This is the first 
installment in our 10 
part series revisiting the past cen 
tun in Vacaville’s history. On the 
last Sunday of each month 
between now and the end of 1999. 
we will present a special section 
highlighting a specific decade. We 


begin today with 1900 to two and 
complete the project 111 Decern 
ber with 1990 to 2000. Headers are 
encouraged to collect all 10 spe 
cial sections for a complete his 
torical edition. At the end of the 
year, a special collector’s edition, 
bound in a Leatherette cover, will 
be available for purchase. 


Optimism greets century 

Vacaville, with big dreams for a small 
city, mows torward and glows. / Pijl 3 

Trends ot the times 

Women were influential at the 
turn of the century. / PagB 3 

Fruit was king 
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Locals play relief role 
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And with features like these> you would be traveling in comfort and style. 

4.7 liter lour-cam 32-valve EFIV8 - Heated power adjustable driver & passenger seats - Digital odometer with twin tripmeters 

Front & rear heavy duty mud guards - Ami-theft system with ignition immobilizer - Three auxiliary power outlets 

- Privacy Glass with UV reduction - six cup holders - AM/FM Stereo Cassette/CD with 7 speakers 
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The Mission oflithia Automotive Group is to be the best provider of cars , light trucks and related services in the Western Ini fed States. 


2H stares across uil* wtsA coast 


VALUES 

People - Our people are the source for our strength. They 
provide our corporate intelligence and determine our reputation 
and vitality. 

Products - Our products are die end result of our efforts, and 
diey should be the best in serving our customers. As our products 
are viewed, so are we viewed. 


Guiding Principles 

Quality comes first - To achieve 
customer satisfaction, the (juality 
of our products and services 
must be our number 
one priority. 


Profits - Profits are the ultimate measure of tow efficiently 
we provide our customers with the best products for their needs. 
Probes me required to survive and grow. 


Customers are the 
focus of everything we do - 
Our work must he done with our 
customers in mind, providing better 
products and services than our competition. 




www.vacavilletoyota.coin 

ota@lithia.com 
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Vacaville's tum-of-the-century Main Street was a muddy mess In winter and dusty misery in summer. Macadam — a gravel mix — was used before Main Street was paved In 1914. 



City residents greet 
cen airy with optimism 


By Cynthia Roberts 

Special to The Reporter 

non vi lie was a little 
town with big dreams 
when a new century 
dawned in 1901. 

Just a few years before, 
Vacaville had struggled with 
disaster, fire had razed the 
wooden buildings on Main 
Street in 1888 and an earth¬ 
quake shook building facades 
and tumbled chimneys in 1892. 

At the turn of the century, 
however, owners' reconstruction 
ei lorts were buoyed by opti¬ 
mism in Vacaville’s thriving 
orchards, The bounty of the 
town’s fruit orchards connected 
Vacaville to the nation. An 
annual harvest of more than 10 
Million tons of fresh cherries, 
plums and apricots routinely 
was shipped East 

Main Street was the heart of 
the town. 1 he network of streets 

— Davis, Bernard, Elizabeth, 
Merchant. Dobbins and Parker 

- structured the city's basic 
blueprint for more than 100 
vears. 

■r 

J ust stand on the corner of 
Main and Dobbins streets and 
look east past the Triangle 
Building to the 500 block. The 
buildings you see on the south 
side have been there from the 


start Nearly al! were built in 
1888 after the big fire that wiped 
out that side of the street. When 
they rebuilt merchants chose 
brick and mortar instead of 
wood as the best defense against 
fire. 

Their walls and some of their 
facades have not changed, 
despite the passage of more 
than a century. 

While on the southwest cor¬ 
ner of Main and Dobbins, take a 
look behind at the city’s oldest 
brick structure, the Crystal 
Building, finished in 1883. 
Amphlett's Interiors occupies 
ihe corner section of the build¬ 
ing. The remodeled exterior, 
carried out Ln 1902, still graces 
the part of the building now 
occupied by Main Street Salon 
and Tux *n’ Tailor formal wear. 

Tile town trustees in 1901 
were assessing how to convince 
the electorate to pay for a com¬ 
plete sewer system. 

Imagine an election for a 
sewer bond measure in which 
190 votes were cast, but three- 
fourths failed to support it 

After the defeat The 
Reporter encouraged support¬ 
ers not to be discouraged, noting 
that it took two elections in 1884 
to win approval for a badly 
needed grammar school and 


Commu i i ity 
rooted in 
ranch land 

By Cynthia Roberts 
Special to The Reporter 


Main Street Vacaville looks considerably different today than it d>d at about 1900 (above). 

cessors of Pacific Gas & Elec 


three elections between 1889 
and 1892 for incorporation of the 
township of Vacaville. 

Damage caused by the 1892 
earthquake to the city’s year-old 
water system was a prime moti¬ 
vator for incorporal ion, v hich 
had been blocked by the town’s 
leading landowners, including 
W J. Dobbins. Senator Parker 
and William Mill 

A completely connected, 
underground sewer system was 
still five years away from public 
approval. Until then, Ulatis 
Creek would continue to period¬ 


ically reek as it collected the 
city’s sewage. 

The two necessities, water 
and electricity, were initially 
managed in the 1890s by the 
Vacaville Water and Light Co.. 
But by 1900, demand was high, 
as was the cost of service. Cre¬ 
ation of an electrical network 
came in 1901, stringing together 
Yuba, Sutter, Yolo. Solano, Con¬ 
tra Costa, Napa and Alameda 
counties with power from Yuba 
River turbines. 

Bay Counties Power Co. and 
Yuba Electric Power Co., prede- 


Iric, brought Vacaville much 
improved service and an 
overnight drop in rales. 

The city's small reservoir and 
main water line would feel the 
strain of growth in 1903. The 
town suffered until PG&E 
bought out the water company 
and drilled new wells, some of 
which are still a source of water 
for today’s residents. 

Tum-of-the-century Main 
Street was also a muddy mess in 
winter and dusty misery’ in the 
(Sec Optimism, Page 12) 


B y the start of the new 
century 1 , prosperity had 
pushed clapboard hous¬ 
es off Main Street and 
new homes were built for both 
working people and the wealthy 
in Vacaville's first neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Many of those new homes, 
from cottages to grand Queen 
Anne Victorians, still stand 
today on streets named for the 
people who owned the nearby 
ranches and developed the lots. 

Vacaville's most fashionable 
turn of the century neighbor¬ 
hood blossomed out of the for¬ 
mer ranch belonging to Mason 
and Luzena Wilson The area, 
located west of Parker Street, 
was developed by successful 
fruit grower Prank H. Buck and 
his father, Leonard, who bought 
the property' in 1887. 

In 1883, IVuit rancher 
Meridclh Rains Miller decided 
to retire in town. He purchased 
a block of newly formed lots in 
the northern section of the 
William Boyd Parker ranch. 
Miller built several houses on 
(See Ranch land, Page 12) 
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Women at center 


By Julie Davidow 
S taff Writer 

acavillc’s small-town atmosphere flour 
ished amid the prosperity of fruit’s 
"golden age.’’ 

From 1900 to 1909, leaders of the 
prosperous community turned their attention to 
curbing alcohol consumption, and cultivating citi 
/cos’ cultural literacy with book 
ciub- s and musical programs and 
improving education. 


* * * 


Trends 

a 1 u oj time 

limes 


After nearly four decades of 
tangling over the evils ofdrink- 
ig, Vacaville’s town council passed an ordinance 
[909 dosing the town’s saloons and prohibiting 
co ho) consumption and sales. 

Prohibition's momentum was slowed through- 
il the era by businessmen concerned that a 
Iry" town would parch their profits. 

In 1905, a letter to the Reporter's editor sug- 
s n.d that business license fees would be raised 


of movement 

to compensate for shortfalls in the city’s coffers if 
alcohol sales were outlawed. 

"Where will the deficiency come from 
queried a Reporter subscriber. 

"It must come from sonic source or else the 

town would be bankrupt” 

Raising the specter of liquor's corrupting influ 
ence, another reader responded, “We will spend 
our money some other way, oilier kinds of busi¬ 
ness will boom and the merchants. But our lami- 
lies will be the chief gainers. As it is now we have 
to spend a lot of money In the saloons.” 

In March 1909. three months after prohibition 
went into effect, a petition was circulated through 

town to restore liquor sales. 

Petitioners claimed business was being driven 
away by the lack of drinking holes and advocated 

establishing two new saloons, 

"We would suggest that the saloons be 
required to pay a license of not less than $100 a 
month. It’s better to have two saloons paying $200 
a month into the town treasury and run under 
(Sec Social change, Page 6) 



Even without a vote. tum-oMhe-century women, shown wading In Putah Creek, were Intleentlel. 
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Vacaville: I 1900 


1901 


GI ;i n ce 


Flro nl.irm system installed in 
Vacaville. 



■ Fire in Vacaville's Chinatown. 

■ Jeff Dobbins, son of prominent 
Vacaville citizen Dr. W.J. Dobbins, 
shoots and kills Eldridge Boyd Ball 
during drunken card game. The event 
fuels anti-gambling and temperance 
movements. 


■ Vacaville Oil Company Is orga¬ 
nized. 


■ Ulatis Book Club, the precursor to 
the public library, is founded. 


■ Bank of 
Vacaville has 
‘banner year'' 
with deposits 
of $125,000. 

■ First sewer 
bond measure 
falls 

to pass. 

■ California 
Fruit Ex¬ 
change is 
organized. 


Vacaville 


1902 

■ Feeder line for 

Vacaville to Bay Court e . 

The service 

Company at E'm £ T dfamati cally. 
Improves and rates 


a yyilham Boyd Porker, ■■ , , 

orchard^*. buMnwman and *ta^ 

senator, die* 


Sewer bond measure fails ag 


■ yjVffff i/V"« ---- ' '- : 

Vacaville Reporter frequently tails (f _ 
the need for sewers to reduce IncF^ 
dence of diseases such as typho»q 

■ National Guard unit e*.tablr,hr;q 

■ Col. J.W. Hartzeil awarded local 
electric rail franchise. Actual Ai 
under another franchise, delayed 

until 1913. 
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_ Vacaville fruit shipped to London 
markets for the first time. 
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_ nrst of anti-gambling ordinances 
passed, banning nickel slots. 
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Locals claim victory 


vs. Sacramento rivals 
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The Vacaville Nigh School 
baseball team pose in 1907. 


Hurrah for Vacaville! 

Eight hundred lusty lungs at Baseball Park last 
Sunday made the welkin ring with the acclaim. 
The echo still lingers with us. The initial game of 
the Central California Baseball League has been 
played and Vacaville, loveliest village of the 
Sacramento plain, proud and haughty in its posses 
sion of international fame, has achieved added 

glory-. 

The base¬ 
ball stars of 
the Capital 
City Wheelmen 
of Sacramento, 
one of the 
strongest 
social organi¬ 
zations in 
Northern Cali¬ 
fornia. accom¬ 
panied by a 

retinue of bandsmen, bicyclists, bonnie maids and 
stately matrons, arrived in this city at 930 a.m. on a 
special train and 250 strong cheerily waved defi¬ 
ance to the baseball defenders on the banks of the 
ITlatis. But the national gamesters of the fruit belt 
met them in the arena with the Big Mitt" and the 
‘walloping willow.’’ and when the sun was bidding 
adieu to that lovely spring day the laurel was 
affixed on the brow of the home guard It was a 
grand contest and the visiting throng were amply 
repaid for the distance they journeyed to see it 
The opening of the Central California Baseball 
season in this city was a success and the large gath¬ 
ering present was a credit to Vacaville and its citi¬ 
zens and businessmen who have aided materially 
the cause of good honest sport Manager Bennett 
has performed his task faithfully and with ability 
in the organization of a team of whi ch the city has 
reason to be proud. 

Taking into consideration the character of the 
weather during the past month, which has preclud¬ 
ed the possibility of practice, the play of the locals 
was good and fast. Captain McGuire s work at first 
base and at the bat was highly satisfactory. The 
battery work of Ward and Leiva was superb. They 
can be relied on to achieve future glory Reeder’s 
play stamps him as a king-pin of second basemen. 
Watts, the pet of the fans, played third The four 
errors scored against him were on very difficult 
chances. “Eddie” finds consolation in the fact that 
on the same day at the same station prominent lea¬ 
guers made two and three errors. His batting ai d 
base running was of a high order. 

Vacaville Reporter 
April 16,1904 


Petty thieves abuse 


farmers good will 


There is a complaint on the part of orchardists 
that fruit orchards, particularly orange orchards, 
are being overrun by boys who not only take all of 
the fruit but injure the trees 

Vacaville people have been very liberal in the 
jiast in reference to growing fniit and everyone 
has practically been at liberty to help himself. 

Good nature is being abused and when men are 
not permitted to gather one of their growing 
oranges, because of the depredations of the small 
boy, some of the neighboring fruit growers think it 
is time to call a halt and hale the boys who disre 
gard the rights of the owners of trees before the 
justice s court on a charge of petty larceny 
Of course everyone knows that lo take fruit 
from an orchard without permission is a violation 
of statute. There has never been a prosecution in 
this section on dial ground and we hope there will 
never lie, but the boys will have lo be made to 
respect fruit growing on trees, particularly the 
oranges, which seems to be coveted in particular 
by the youngsters 

Vacaville Reporter 
Nov. 9.1901 
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"Any man of intelligence knows that jruit growing, year in and year ou ^ 15 „ 

under more favorable conditions in Vacaville than anywhere else in a l J or 

Excerpt from a 1902 Reporter article 
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Cordelia Adams (above) packs area-grown cherries for the Earl Fruit Company. Pri 




Reporter f >e pnoto 

erity came with a healthy fruit industry. 


When fruit was king 


Vacav 1 1 le gains 


bragging rights 


with each I larvest 


By Jnlie Davidow 
Staff Writer 


V acaville residents mea 
sured their lives in car 
loads of cherries and 
boxes of peaches during 
the first decade of the century. 

Fruit defined the rhythms of 
life and contours of society, 
including which citizens domi¬ 
nated the town council and the 
autumn day when children could 
return to school from the fields. 

News of the fruit industry's 
progress always made The 
Reporter's front page 

From the season’s first car¬ 
load of chemes shipped back 
East to periodic updates on crop 
volume and sale prices. The 
Reporter documented every twist 
and turn of the valley’s harvest of 
peaches, pears, grapes, plums 
and cherries. 

In September 1908. the head 
line "Can't Touch Us" boasted 
the season’s impressive cherry* 
profits of more than $500 per 
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TWo farmers are shown In an area orchard ready lor harvest. 
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acre 


Last week The Reporter 
printed an item saying that Fred 
A. Chadboume, who owns a ranch 
in the Suisun Valley, had cleared 
$6,300 this year from 20 acres of 
cherries, being a profit of $315 
per acre This is a good show ing, 
but Vacaville can beat the show 
ing by $260 per acre 

A regular feature in the paper 
called Practical Hints to 
Orchardists" dispensed advice on 
fruit production, including the 
optimum time oi year to prune 
fruit trees and Ups on controlling 
pear bl ighl 

While enjoying the height ot 
fruit's "golden age" in the Vaca 
Valley, ranchers vigilantly guard 



Elaborate fruit company labels 
were common into the 1900s. 


ed the boundaries of their profit 
margins by addressing every pos¬ 
sible threat lo continued prosper¬ 
ity. 

Gopher scalps, for example, 
were worth 10 cents ;i head to 


fruit growers eager to protect 
their valuable crops. 

“A gopher will destroy a fruit 
tree that is almost priceless,” 
explained The Reporter in 1905 
"Since tl' e repeal of the county 
bounty, some orchardists have 
followed the practice. This has 
been done on the Alamo Ranch 
by \Y S. Killingsworth and is 
found to be profitable." 

In 1902, The Reporter identi 
fied an above-ground menace to 
the fruit economy w hom they 
labeled the town knocker for 
his propensity to publicly dispar¬ 
age the industry. 

The knocker was observed at a 
downtown business, according to 
a from page item in The 
Reporter, warning a prospective 
land buyer that the fruit industry 
in Vacaville was on its last legs 

" Any man of intelligence 
knows that fruit growing, year in 
and year out, is carried out undei 
more favorable conditions in 
Vacaville than anywhere else in 
California," countered a 
Reporter article “Why depreci¬ 
ate that in which we all have a 
common interest ‘ Why run dowr 
your own property interest?'* 

No issue, however, plagued 
growers more than the railroads 
— the link that propelled Vaca- 
fSee Fruit. Page 5) 
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1900 







Curly hair is in, so don't get a permanent. 

The monsterous permanent wave machine 
dangling from the ceiling emits the strong 
smell that hits you when you enter the beau¬ 
ty parlor. The beauty parlor operates rolls 
sections of hair onto rollers using a stinky 
curling solution She then attaches one of 
the tubes to each roller. Steam shoots down 
the tubes when the electric ty ts turned on 
The smell is terrible, and the steam often 
bums your scalp 1 


G. Norman Hair 
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449-3837 
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Help Dorothy 
find her way to th 
Emerald City! 
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1905 

close •» 

Tjj «- 53 £ 2 L*. 

Passage of the sewer bonds 

Sr; 

0 «er .0 house dlspiaced S*‘ 

money is raised for relief d 


1907 


• State alien land km 
passed, reflecting the 
sentiment many 
white settles had tor 
more recent immi 
grants, 

■ The town hall 
and Jail, which 
still stands on 
Main Street, is 
completed. 



1908 

■ Raleigh Barcar, 
second owner of 
The Reporter and 
owner of ihe Hotel 
Raleigh, dies, 

■ Sidney Clay 
Walker, builder and 
owner of Walker 
Opera House 

and one of the 
organizers of the 
Vacaville Water 
& Light Company, 
dies. 



1909 

■ Vacaville goes dr> with anh liquor law 

■ Saturday Club, first women's club 
in Solano County, is organized. 

■ Vacaville Fruit Growers 
Association is organized. 

■ Raleigh Hotel burns, leaving Vacaville 
without a hotel for several years, 

■ New grammar school* Ulatls School, 
is completed, 

■ Willis JepsorVs book 'The Trees 
of California" is published. 

■ W.S, Godfrey opens The Grand, 
Vacaville's first real movie theater 


The Japanese influence 

Immigrants leave mark on Vacaville business and communit \ 


By Julie Davidon 
Staff Write r 

W hite ranchers, businessmen and 

low'll leaders greeted Vacaville’s 
prosperous Japanese immigrant 
community with suspicion and 
contempt during the thin industry's booming 
first decade of the 20th century. 

In 1900, the Asian residents of Vacaville 
township numbered 1,500 out of a total popu¬ 
lation of 4,160 

The federal Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
dramatically reduced the area’s Chinese pop¬ 
ulation, making the Japanese the dominant 
immigrant group in both size and influence. 

Japanese farmers owned nearly 350 acres 
in Vaea Valley and leased another 6,300 
acres, a third of the total orchard land in the 
valley in 1902. On top of supplying the majori¬ 
ty of orchard labor by 1905, Japanese busi¬ 
nesses thrived in downtown Vacaville 
Oil a November evening in 1909, leading 
fruit growers from Solano and Yolo counties 
gathered in Vacaville to discuss the dangers 
of allowing Japanese immigrants to continue 
leasing and independently farming Vaca Val¬ 
ley's fruit orchards. 

F.B. McKevitt. co-founder and area manag¬ 
er of the Pinkham and McKevitt Fruit Co. of 
Vacaville, called for more aggressive 
attempts to recruit white labor, thereby 
reducing the need to ent land to ambitious 
Japanese immigrants. 

"The Japanese is of an enterprising nature 
and wants to better his condition,” said McK- 
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Employment Agency 
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An ad for a Japanese grocery and jobs 
agency appeared in The Reporter in 1909. 


cv itt "He is the Yankee of the Orient Vs labor 
becomes scarcer, he will lease an increasing 
number of ranches.” 

Vacaville's growers claimed Japanese 
lessees carelessly under-pruned fruit trees, 
compromising future harvests. 

But underlying the statements of alt 
opposed to Japanese labor was a pronounced 
aversion to "aliens' competing for the riches 
of the region's celebrated tVuil crops. 

"The Japanese in America do not become 
citizens of the United States," editorialized a 
w l iter for The Reporter in 1909 They come 
here to earn money and having earned it, they 
send it back to Japan for investment there." 

White Vacaville residents' anxiety over the 
Japanese presence had been mounting since 
1888, when ihe first Japanese immigrants 
arrived in town. 

Six stores located m the two-block J apan 
ese business district along Kendal and Dob¬ 


bins streets controlled more than half the 
town’s general trade and 90 percent of the 
farm supply business, according to a 1906 
repo: t issued by the California Biireau of 
Labor Statistics. 

When the Fresno Tribune labeled Vacav¬ 
ille a “suburb of Told o," in 1907, The 
Reporter denied this characterization and 
reprinted portions of the article “as an exam¬ 
ple of supreme mendacity." 

Protests aside, members of the white com¬ 
munity feared the encroachment on their 
pocketbooks of successful Japanese mer¬ 
chants. 

"We have a nice little town here which 
could not be excelled by any in the state if it 
was supported entirely by Christianized 
labor," suggested the author of a 1906 letter to 
The Reporter. "As it is, the bulk of the money 
is paid out to an unchrislianized class of peo 
pie: they are building up a business here 
which promises to outstrip our own mer¬ 
chants." 

Although an agreement between the U.S. 
and Japanese governments in 1907 curtailed 
the growth of Vacaville's Japanese popula¬ 
tion. the continued threat of economic compe¬ 
tition spurred calls to halt immigration from 
Japan altogether. 

"Immigration from Asiatic countries 
should be prohibited," urged The Reporter in 
October 1908. "The class of people we get 
from most of the European countries will in a 
generation or two become American in 
longue and sentiment, keep their money here 
and aid in the development of the country." 


Fruit ♦♦♦ 

(Continued from Page I) 
ville's fruit to national attention 
and secured an eastern market 
for each year's harvest. 

The cautiously optimistic tone 
of a Reporter editorial in 1901 
suggested that the consolidation 
of the Southern Pacific and 
Union Pacific railroads "magni¬ 
fies the influence of the radroad 
already strong enough Yet it 
must be admitted that it carries a 
power for good, equally with a 
power for evil" 

Optimism, however, frequent 
ly gave way to derision as fruit 
ranchers decried shipping rate 
increases and car shortages 
Growers from throughout the 
state assembled in Vacaville in 
1909 to protest an "arbitrary" 
increase in freight rules by the 
Trans Coni mental Freight 
Bureau 

'The mass meeting hold in 
Vacaville on rate day brought out 
a large attendance and tin l Hulls 
( tub rooms were filled," report 
ed a news article 

Allendei ■> adopted a 1 1 olu 
turn claiming the railroad 
'announced an increase m rales 
without giving adequate hear mi. 1 , 
or consideration to the produc 
t-rs, merchants, shtppi i - and con 
s inn ers of California." 

In July 1909, a rail car short¬ 
age left fruit stranded at depots 



Before fruit companies bull! loading docks, farmers drove wagons to railcars along Depot Street. 


in Vacaville wailing lor Irunsport 

to the Kmt 

T)h onhanhsiN Im\v lu en 
keeping their fruit on the uve is 
Iniill as possible hut tint her 
tJrl a\ is imp*>N iMr ami it cm 
are nut (oiilteoinink many peach 


es w ill ha\ * lo In th led ami ill> 
pi infill ofm local mai kets, pro 
rkmnetl a Heporter article ' This 
i' all the more agio avathu: when 
there In a sti un . eastern market 
aiui pun I pi in jn c\ ail 

With the d< iMiliii e ill the last 


car load or ft UH uii No\ lP h the 
season came to t close anil litre 
predictions were not home out 
tq laet the total number of 
v ai leads shipped reached l.OU 
a figure eeded only once m 
Vacaville's history m HAW 


Number of phones 
shows city’s vitality 

The growing importance of Vacaville is testified 
by the number of telephones used m town It beats 
any of the towns of Solano County in ihe use of the 
telephone. 

Vallejo has 8,000 population, but the number of 
telephones does not compare with Vacaville. 

On the new card schedule issued by the Sunset 
Telephone Company the space dev oted to Vaca¬ 
ville occupies ten inches, while Vallejo's list of 
names only occupies five inches, and the next 
biggest town, Benicia, lists its telephone users in 
six inches of space The number of telephones in 
Vacaville is 110 and this list is being increased 
from time to time. 

The amount of the receipts at the Vacaville 
office has always exceeded those of any other sta¬ 
tion in Solano County. 

The system here is an all night service and the 
ready call bell will put one in communication with 
the town, or any portion of the tow nship, from 
Lagoon Valley following the main lines of travel 
up Putah Creek 

This is an advantage appreciated by every resi- 
dent of the county, who far from being isolated 
from his residence can communicate with his 
neighbors, any business place in town, call a physi 
cian or say good night to a friend m Seattle or San 
Diego. 

Vacaville Reporter 
March 9,1901 

All-night service 
gives city charge 

The Vacaville Water 
and Light Company will 
begin an all-night ser¬ 
vice in a day or two. 

It was expected to 
give the service begin 
ning Thursday night, but 
it was thought adv isable 
to wait a few days until a 
larger oil supply might 
be secured. 

The matter of ship¬ 
ping oil is not as accu¬ 
rate as it might be, and 
since there might be 
delay, the al l night see 
vice will be postponed a 
day or tvv o, until a gener¬ 
ous supply is on hand. 

Il n ill probably be inaugurated Saturday night, 
or Sunday at the latest It is a progressive move 
and v\ ill be appreciated bv the (K-ople of Vac.i 
ville, 

Vacaville Reporter 

June 21, IMS 

Dixon pastor gives 
‘Ben-Hur’ lecture 

On next Tuesd.p evening lie\ 1 rands Hope of 
lh\on w ill give his popular lecture and tmperseiu 
tu alion of the scenes and eh acters of Bon 
in Odd Follows Hall Vacaville 

More than one hundred nn inueent colored 
\ lew s of this celebrated pi a> aus was recent!) 
iq\on in New York and San Francisco. w ill be 
showii, and Mr Hope will eivegraphic tiesetip 
turns of these scenes and impersonations of the 
diameters of the story 

U will tertamh be a m at to those who weir 
unable to w Hue ns live pin in the e st> fall, to 
see and hear tins KhHuiv It was well i eoeived at 
other places in this part of the slate and und mht 
edl> wall be here Vdtmssioiumh twenty live 
cents 

i He Reporter 

April 21, 



XT* 



Foodputsprone the- 1900’s 


f L |k* i 


t tufi'isa/, k < kt 1 i iT1 

....itW, iU.-mA’ui 'S (uoifltt, out yau cflugn > 

.. . 

Xiiivtt u jv N>» >K.«k 


pl.! , VJI bi * i n i j 11 1 

f VtVkMlH' 
J a Ss 


i Kj, V £?? 

A{ ,1 /'X bit lh« 

1\ \ A rS 
L v ®v.v m 





A 


/ J, 

/ I 


j j 

f, 


h.it u chibpw 

a w v Tl a»n Att tit ihr i¥ 


u t 



mite 


J k cm ' l,u 

' l s f, r| v >i *1 11 


ktiil 1 eiv ktikJ tie A 1 * 



i ir 


(«r A {^*1 s 1 • v 
vM|kf f N 


41 ■ i 1 


J Sr> 11 




1 • 




EL u«n ri 


>11 l\t 11 VN] ,S >1 \l,\ 




l*n 0'ns 





1 U 

in,- 

IHiii'i Jllvi H1 \ 

If. 

1 m 

Kv | 

1 r 

In * 

m Hu 

rk ! 1 

(>1’ \ 

> <n N 1 

V.lv 

rril 

U. 

1 tin tfu ill 11 

d 

Ucnr 

1 ,t 1 K 

*n 


lit | D 

i iiits 


r hi 

menih' 

IV 

i like lx HI to 

L 

111 ’Vt 

iiu 

k 

tA 

1 It lx A 

it 

i ; i x 

t > itu 


, i ueir 

llhl Jt‘N' L 


w r t s 

( U tx 

A 

db 

tV.it 

M te 

, l 

t-V J 2 H 

i lit 

1 Vk 

Ls 

K’R\ m I'A} 

\ 

\f 

ihi 

ax, 

A i 

! 14 

Ik v 

tllti 

j 

I\U11 

IK i *' 

Us 

bcfhtruh^ 

1(1 

1 s> r * 

ill i 

ill 

tk 

i Mm 

U III 



1 \ t X 

tan 

hi 

X % « lV Ini' IK 

V . 











» 1 i M nii si * 1 , ni!i- * 
















































g lfQQa » sumlwy Mhii h I ****** 


F —•.-» - 


i ii i *t )> n i ii < 



Cliange only constant 


1900 1909 
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ii iiiiiifiiir^t from l oirri 

v 1 jhi t ft 1h< 1 10. n V'lrm of Hn f ftvll VV ir, \h* 

H <v | t s ihm IuimI* i iif 1 *■ i 1 1 1 1 \\ h* n Pn • *ifti M I iru i>ln 
u„ r 1 i sm.iti 'f Wtlmurh few local * It'll Iho Nortli 
s.iuthilivi ion .1 up t in * and (if Ihi 1 Mali*s 

, lj t unii h I * m m I v 1 mi intwccn the Union md Ihc (on 
InliTlCy, VnNr> Dtllft still tn NihJod with the u*nihlors of 
WhoQ it wa* ovnr, the mowing « i < * ft* and fdanli 
mt of tr»H*s in Vaca Valle)' symboli/«*ft the healing that 
In gan in the rest of the nation 

Vat a vt tie wan on its way to l^-roming the 
jnut pruducin mims ftxft of America In 
it pMuctd over 25 peirent of the fresh 
deeidufitiJ fruit marketed in the state With 
mow than 15,000 acre* planted to orchard* 
prior to 1900, an average of BOO raft carload* 
of fruit were shipped from the region each 
season. Thru would peak to more titan \ ,300 
10 years later 

By 1900 the population in the town of 
Vacaville was 1 . 220 . an increase of 4515 in the 
past 10 years. In the broader Vacaville 
Township, th»' headcount was 4,160. com¬ 
pared 10 2.712 in non With an average 
increase of 50 new residents per year, 

Vacaville wa.s on the move. 

Then as now, growth didn't come easily 
Then* were social problems, labor i -ues 
and age-old racial antagonisms. During the 
peak of the fruit harvests, migrant workers 
would double the local population. The largest ethnic 
groups were Chinese first, then Japanese. By 1900 their 
numbers were estimated at 1,500 They built a business 
district along several blocks of Kendal and Dobbins 
ireets. The Chinese district was eventually absorbed by 
die Japanese and came to be known as Japantown Its 
culture was centered by an ornate Buddhist Temple, 
and simpler Joss House. As the fruit industry later 
waned, so did the Asian families, and their cultures 
In the first decade of the century, industrial revolu¬ 
tion and technology seemed to arrive hand in hand, and 
Vacaville was hungry for it all The Vaca Valley and 
Clear Lake Railroad already linked Vacaville to the 
matn Southern Pacific line and connectedU) the little 
towns to the north. Vacaville ranchers relied upon rail 
to deliver their produce to eastern markets, although 
they were never satisfied with S.P.'s "monopoly” rales. 

In the late 1800s. the freight rate from Vacaville to 
Chicago was $800 for one railcar 

If ay 1900. electric power was first considered for 
Vacaville A Vacaville Reporter editorial of the day 
said. No town has a brighter future than Vacaville and 
we feel assured that the (Bay Counties Power! company 
will build its power lines to accommodate the local 
demand .” The Reporter of the 1900s constantly 
implored local governments to improve dirt streets and 
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In the first decade 
of the century , 

industrial 
revolution and 
technology seemed 
to arrive hand 
m hand , and 
Vacaville was 
hungry far it all 
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roitflA by -mittttlgrol/lng Ihrii .urhi* ■ I hi’M* wfi* 
iniic h rjj>|i*iNil iuvi, primarily <!u<’ b» < n 1 But a* !lfl 
mptflM and gnrf In r an r her*, who wmilft Ihlfl taWI t0 
sIhh* tholr horsc*» more often. 

In |!nn Vn<-.iviIIr bmistrft a Ini a l nl l ii l' jfliotM* 

; ,nf| ’.j m' i i ,i I null 1 was mtide of the fact Un* tnwri s printed 
IrNiingN wore !0 Incite* in length, rompar* ft to Vallejo *, 
which wa* only five Inlercily f omprliiion thrived al an 

early age. 

After President William McKinley * ***M*lnailori m 
1001, Theodore ItOQievtftl * i1 jf 
Vacaville in the election of U*>1 The 
Republican landslide that swept Will in hi 
How ard Taft intoofilce in 1908 did not rep 

resent Vacaville. The rinrlly d.-rnocnilir 
town gave Taft and William Jennings Hryan 

238 voles apiece. . 

Vacaville's earth trembled, but eloped 
the devastation that virtually leveled San 
Francisco in 1908. Chimneys toppled here 
and walls caved In. but locals still seal out 
the word that they would take S.F refugees 
into their homes Cherry Glen Rancher J.M. 
BiiMford donated a box ol cherries to be 
auctioned off in the East for the earthquake 
relief fund. The box raised S2,1. r )2. 

Vacaville’s commercial core grew with 
stores, schools and churches. By the late 
1900s, rural residents started leaving their 
ranches for homes in town. At first alarmed 
by the rural exodus. Reporter editors later called for 
subdivisions to supply the growing need for homes. 
"There is money to be made m ih< er< < lion ol cnihigrN 
lo be rented." they wrote "Iftocal capitalists do not 
lake advantage of the opportunity, outsiders will " 

People came, and demands for public facilities grew. 
In 1906, at a staggering cost of $5,000, Vacaville dedical 
ed its new town hall and jail, still standing on Kast Main 
Street It was built out of necessity: The old town jail on 
College Street, next to IJlatis Creek, was either ‘ blown 
into the creek by a high east wind, or pushed over by 
parties whose names are not known to the authorities." 
There is no record that they ever found out 

Growth already started to push public safety services 
U> their limits. The raging fire that leveled Hotel 
Raleigh and burned the spire of the Presbyterian 
Church on Main Si reel in HMtt could have done more 
damage were it not for volunteer firefighters who 
worked valiantly on their single hand cart. The need for 
modernization was at hand. But it wouldn’t come until 
the next decade. In 1916 the citizens of Vacaville bought 
the town's first self-propelled fire truck. 

It was one of many challenges the emerging city 
would face in the coming decades, and especially 
between 1910 and 1919. But no one expected that one of 
them would be a world war. 


L S3 Regent at 

Summerfield House 
Residents Remember 

Some of the most respected names in Vacaville 
call Summerfield House home. 




“My Grandfather came to 
Vacaville in 1X49. Oar 
family has been prrnid to 
call I / acaviUe borne 
since then. ” a 
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,11 “Steve ' Stevenson 
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SUMMERFIELD HOUSE 


Ulatis Drive • Vacaville • 707-4*17 /100 
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Social change 
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K ontlmicd fi'iiu I’ltH*' 3i 

n-gulntiun Ihim b»g«‘t m» n vi 'im 
UK) |,i,vc liquor brought In proinivu 

liy ISlOifOtfti eattmnlwa calculate B5 
percent of the r minty was dry 


( Otui ft only ntifui n 1 1 wtu te 1 
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The inability to mark n ballot didn t 
prevent the wonu-n of Vacaville from 
influencing town policy and develop 

OienL . ,. ... 

Prominent women organza m > ■ 

worked on o variety of project! In 

improv* tin -11 . ornmunlty. Including 

bringing a public library to Vacaville 

Hoping to build on the success or the 

i Jl.itis Book Club, established in 1900, 

ii,. Women’s Improvement ClubtOtlght 

, -mn gie l do .11 \ l "und.ilK.ii bmdin. 

in 1906 for the erection of a permanent 

free public library. 

In 1909, the Vacaville Library Associ¬ 
ation was funned under the direction of 
Miss Muasette R- Morris. The associa¬ 
tion borrowed books from the state 
library and lent them out from the 
grammar school. 

The first batch of 50 books arrived on 
Nov. 19. 

**The traveling library has been very 
popular and all of ten of the books are 
in circulation.'' said a December news 
article in the Reporter "The most 
popular work seems to be Roosevelt’s 
“Rough Riders." 

Organized in 1909 "to encourage and 
promote the study of musical art" the 
Saturday fHub ol Vacaville wel- 


Th( Reporter 1 b> 1 lyI i.h V<‘i\ < 
liu 1 me kei ping re.idol mint rm-d ol 

their ctiddrcn's progre uilhen* n 
century 

A new seven da ".room gi amm-n 
Ki hool wie. inan|:uraU-d with 1 ti*■ dr ' 
day of clasHtrs hi 1909, 

I lie grarnrmir school opened dial 
year on Aug. 21 with 167 studeni , 
enrolled a drop from the pr> viou 
year’s enroll men i of 190 

I he Reporter cautioned again t con 
cent over the decrease reminding 
reader that "The falling oil can be 
accounted for becauf e many ol tin ' ini 
rlrefi are working in the fmd and will 

come in later,” 

P.diicalion may have been a priority, 
hut llie imperatives of the fruit c-eonom 
continued to regoI an < (aiol schedules 


The old 
Vacaville 
Grammar School 
stood In what is 
now Andrews 
Park trom 1909 
to 1954. 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JIM SHOCK 
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Business 



Born... 
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James Wilson Shock 


TV l„ jm. Shock Jceulcd m male the furriituic I i..< , ho mU-m trade after W..d I WuQ. 

h. .....ol-d.ih--I >• dong ih. *' * mid (To I, "' ", "' 1 ’ ’ 

1„ )e „m I luring World War II. u wa* c.mrnon tamil,. d„. ..glMKit ihc Umu-d to 

take in wUim ami Navy cnluteJ men who were far away from home jim Shock, a Mi-min in 
and teaman, along With other military perv,nncl, was invtud «oM.iy .»* -• , nimn " , e 

relaxatum leave ar the Berkeley home of pnamineni furniture husinewnun. Earl Oram «™J 
I.IY. Mr <fault saw tremendous burin .. n «.d peemwl m die y.wngscaman asdWhe 


111 


WWW r ’ [ I ’ 

lovely daughrer, Sarah who later married Jim 

VT iihrhi a..i , .in n, m my furniture I ‘ in* ,r . . . l '"‘ 1 vu ' ll 

Irnn ,md army orfsfor the U S. (...v. rnmem Spring in -4ai w,-re .. Ut ‘ i 

fdptAniMft.KpUc l I.hIi ' ...N-imgl.. " . all lo MV .mill Millies.Mil,Ft. Allc. 

1946 lim M~dL future 1.. ' . whiilevaler of ...rrfOUfamfa hmuimc u, San 

ft. mo When l.-<tl "t ir.iiidp.ip|iy" Ur.iiu. n nr. In. 1*65, Jim hecime U,, .U. m n-jn- 

. .. ,t I ,ii ii in S l r ill, a I net I.. I.. .. '"I ....In. Inn- l.iw.ui 

TV id. , riown.f ... ml . I" ..re l..v. I die kttineM, )im it ,M...ln.h.v l - ... 

ofhfaown In the early 1970'*, Jim >h.i l *■•«*«« Bay Area bottom mm "»nc*. ntun 
Th. n in 1976, h. >penr*l Sl,» f* f-um.ture Inn .ton on Mam Street in V.uaville. I beau., of 
the Vi^ I v dlcy . 1 .1 iU iiem. 11 I a i-imwiIi '|u" in S.Unu < .tv waled Jim * deemon to w-ule 

ft 



vhortly ..tier opening his at.'ic in ihc .. location ongmallv <*cupU It.' >1" .. . 

||-1.1,1 Firu, kl Hit warehram-. along with hi* enure lumitur.- inveim.ry, wa» , »n.j l.-n I v 
,| t ,„,. v 11 , I,.. ‘ Sun ken, twit no. kl. I. . all., 1 h. Irnn I* in liu .... 1 

,„ | Ii.ned fumtmru he hand pklcd from their *huw..*.m» Once again. Jim o|>«n*d a 10.000 

fi^Jt ihnwriMifn inti watch* «u*r an migrf puWic. 

^ M-nt, fhft * V* if ill * r | iTimi 1 Ills .1 . fs, )mi i |;i itrtul ftiif !n I m hi r in l * a, \ itl < h *t\i 

fl mk ,1 r 111 tfitmff In hull . 111(1 Hughs hirii duhutfnwiftumtfcf groundup. Jm» ' * • 

» - J in J work, t in j n ifrtMi t ii%i Miner tervue .mJ pfoviJiriic fhc tmr%t i|>i *Uty hmiishmi;# in vht 

iirfiiinaniiv infixedbuifrtiytntothi(bntan uulmTr, m.i tnihllcdtlifelong(bmifoe hn> 

SUocV and hi I itmly I .til (ir.mr m-idr tin- njihl fe i V*'3H»*gn ]mi ilunbinli-- 
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r | v< 1 ijm i if11Hill* in ir’ '< id mli 1 1 nlut* I l” 1 M 


The new generation of Shock’s is alive and 
well, so come visit them today at: 



Sfiock’s 


\ i 


The Home Comfort Store 
and LA*Z-Boy Gallery 


i 9 S-A L Monti* Vi ar A\< , V.u , 


t* 
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Vacaville Sanitary Service 



People ♦ Service ♦ Environment 
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...through the decades 
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We offer you this handsome design high 
grade, massive iron had complete with 
best quality steel springs and a strictly 

first class mattress . 
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COME 


OUR LARGE INVENTORY! 


VACAVILLE'S ORIGINAL MATTRESS STORE. 

THE MATTRESS OUTLET ~ SUPERSTORE 


Sleep like an angel Ionite! 


VISA 


Vacavilh 


ORANGE TREE CENTER • 601 ORANGE DRIVE 
across FROM GALAXY a (Next to sofa gallery) 


OLD 

and 

p RICEs 


HAVE 

WHEELS FOR 
YOUR BUGGY 


1006 I rt-v winner RuiwLioul ilii> higgy retails! at $39-95 1 lie front 
xv| K vl« are 49 * war wluvfs 49 tlicy arc made of carefully selected hickory. 
In 1900 you could suUlItulc ruUvr tiro starting at $53.95. 


110 ALLISON CT. • VACAVILLE (Behind Wendy's) 448-7109 

Hours: Monday- Friday, 8:00 am - 5:30 pm • Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Financing Available O.A.C. We Now Accept CHEVRON Credit Cards 
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On April 2, 1875, Walter P. 
Chrysler was born in the small 
prairie town of Wamego, Kansas. 
While growing up in Ellis, Kansas, 
Chrysler expressed the same 
healthy interest in mechanics as 
his father, a locomotive engineer 
with the Kansas Pacific Railroad, 
which later became Union Pacific. 

Fresh out of school and full of 
teenage energy and ambition, 
Chrysler signed on as a Union 
Pacific machinist's appren- Jz 
tice. At 18, his strong sense 
of initiative led him to 
design and assemble a func- f 
tional miniature steam 
locomotive that he demon- j ■ 
strated for curious onlook- | 11 

ers on an eighth-of-a-mile 
track. 

Chryslers trend of employ- ^ 
ment with railroad companies 
would last throughout his 
twenties and into his early thirties. 
While working for the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe, the Denver 
& Rio Grande Western 
Railroad, Colorado & Southern 
Railroad, the Chicago Great 
Western Railroad, and finally 
the American Locomotive Co., 
he consistently dazzled his 
employers and earned a repu¬ 
tation as an all-around effec¬ 
tive executive. 


It was in 1908 at the Chicago 
automobile show, however, that 
Chrysler s interest was first 
piqued by the new form of 
transportation. At the event, he 
saw a white car with a red inte¬ 
rior called a Locomobile selling 
for $5,000. After raising the money 
to purchase it, Chrysler had the 
Locomobile shipped to his home 
where he immediately took it 
apart. With this first car, his only 
goal was to learn how it worked 
and make design and construction 
improvements. 
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Walter P. Chrysler 

b. 1875 -d. 1940 
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1 he Great Earthquake 


Vi< ivillc 

played role 
111 relief for 



■ victims 
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Gap p j nt t wo diivw ' rim turn' for 
III . Wifi fm had fill 1 ai<Jv j i ro 1 d 11 1 f 
buy vi j 1 J * mv and w a 1 luf* mi I'a (G h y 
iINjOlij li |f Gall Ira] rill Will'd 1 o 
V jM avillf fur (iij Hand < oitld not He 

localiaI f lie t [Jtlpfl w ■ I ' M j>Mf ll* ft 
imtil I- r ol ■, < vi rifHi r Hii it mm i» \\ 
filled dm after (In * *1 

Iff, Iliad went to llli- elf y Wiollp l 
tiny nlti rrjniMi a) o to f Hid IHk wIf* 

Not until f I p in , alti 1 whlkifiJ! for 
Itoui 1 Hi Month tin Hilda n and Hut Mine 
Hmlfjihj did In fmd hn i;dr and 
honor | at Ii 1 J1 rr > 1 J1 • - n 1 home on Me A I 

I liter StH"i 

J:v Hi it I tine, dvnamHo wan bring 
tried m a «I >1 jirr.it** nm'Hmii* 1 Jo mn 
tin] llli fu Mailed low w a ill idler! 



Mini no ori* wi* allowed in‘drIn any 
\U iif tnrp Tin Held to pjt llu oijdil Mi 
I iotdrn (#nit* Bark 

Iir A I* Kifirni wa 1 stuyim: nl the 
Gird Hon .*■ wdu ii Urc cidlln^ fell In A 
funfhip a all*l lani tfi|)pl*'rl over, trim* 

I mi: v air r fi* 1 o h Into Ur i man'll 
1 onm JH- Miinl lu HH 11 ved fluii Hie 
(|uaG Had rail a r| I)m* cillb*' City Ml 
full Into llli- on an Tile It* pfif M l 
wrob* he Him vm* n t\ to head and 
pi 1 |j im« I In die a 1 ■ or 11 fori old y a n po 

-ritilr " 

Many other Vacaville 1 i-MdeJits 

VV * a 1 HI Hall Kf 'inch III VV ll« 11 llli HhiC 
ti* 1 ltd rurradef Inp thirl Hie i*an 1 1i 
ip iak* and Jim I 1 11 r il 1 >7 (MTiple, lev 

died 400 blocks, dtftfoyi 4 21,000 

liuilldlnjif'J and 1*11 7.^a,tMKl (icriple 
homel<‘HN t it itnore. a rmrarle Dial Hie 
V ii avail* residents who c vpei lenred 
Ha* i antlliplflla I cllll lied llOlllr l alely 
WJirfi Vacnville lenr m d of Hie 
jrijiJtillHldr ol the dexlrUCtloil, Hie 
. nlif 1 Me n rallied to jm ovlrle nsnis 


lann to lie r ity and rcliel to the 

hr mu I i - jm 

h |Im Itcd < r o ;m 1 a>c nl , Jed 1 1 y pie 
ideal Mr i 11Jl Ghandli Ior^nnl/* d 
i omriilHerfj to aid ilu earllHjualu vie 
Hue, Var avllh ladies and 1)u Ir 
ilaui[hM r' phumerl lo rin <d the tniiie, 
arid fe* d 111 * r'iduyer’,. : e* lire hed 
( lothIfll' Mild | a epai * boxe r ol infant 
( lothine to Hi- seiif lu mater nity ho \n 
tliI h in the Haltered cily 

Kilty prmph 1 accepted Vaeaville -r 
offer i>f file Ih r and eiriploymenl moat 
of ilu in - .fay mi' and work Injt on local 
nine I left. When puvaM-employment 
nppof Mmllien had frei n enhaie Mai 

they wei <* j'jven work on He city 
slieeta and were paid daily from city 
fumk 

Vactivillft’sCompany I, Second 
HepIflnrU of the Naltooal Guard, wa s 
rmlified at | a m h i Irlny Unit It was 
brine, mmmioned Jor' puai d and palrol 
duty in San Krwicisrn More than to 
men femn Vaeaville and Klndra head 


erl hy ('apt t otidon a teacher al 
VtCftVlltS 11 IrIi School, left f or Hie 
Iricken city on n «pet ial train nl II 
a m I riday They would remain In 
Sait if 'niricifico for 27 (ktyn 

Vaeavllh resjd(Tltn rant care pack 
ape-i to ( onijumy I to enjoy uh 
rtmlndem of home, Mrs Krod Buck 
uni cakes, S.lf UobbinK genl walnubf, 
Jack Wooden ja nt aprieoLs, the Blum 
Ijoyft ;ent [irune i and Harry Watson 
sent fresh ly hrirvoili d cherrleH. 

GompaNy I k impularity Krew, and 
not Juki in Vacaville 

On May 12,1900, The fleporter s 
update 1 of the expet ienre s oft'ompany 
( r written Hy a col reHpimdent m San 
Kmm 1st o f utateti: J4 17io Vacaville girli 
Imd better wake up and pay atlenUoie 
The soldierhoyH of Company l are 
p( urn I'avoriteri with the fair sex of 
Lhil city/' 

Gompimy 1 reltu ned home May 10, 
IfKMl, to the fanfare of a large crowd 
and tin 1 mtlllc Of the Williams band 



make weather 
more bearable 


A nuirihi r ill 'Uictftl i h^vc 

plat." Ilif- fjiist twO 
Wt'.'kn, (l.-iptl. 1 1h<- hot 
<-r I )n mil f-vi'iilnj*’. 
h.’ivi msifli; (jul/JiKir lifr V'-iy 

!illfiiclivi', fimHh* );irii<*? Ij;ivi tiikirn 
;i(]y;mUiK<* th 1 ' oppoil'iiilly 
On Tuiv^lliy, tIti■ IfMli, Mr;), F A 
gtilgir find Mi h. Mil. Mi Hit 1.1)1^- 
hiininl nt the home of Mrs. SU.-lK^r In 

honor of Mm. it i. kh<i, who hoi line* 

left to reside In Hcrkoliy,ThifO wore 
almut fifty bnlii H pn-■‘.cut lu lwi irn tli<- 
hours of lOnnd 1, Cards and nanu s 
were made tin* diverm.ii of the hour, 
mid about 1 o'dwk lunch war* served 
On '[ fiiirsday, tin- IZlii. Miss Blmtell 
and Miss Ktliel Jones onU rtalnod 
about twenty ul the younger set at the 
home of thdif mothor, Mrs, Kva Jones. 

The party was in honor of’MM Almab 
Qollenbut k of Oakland, who hwsbeen 
their Kuesl the* past few weeks. The 
hout s were from 1010 t. Hearts and 
jjami's inode tin lime pas* very pleas 
firitly.., 

The Misses May and Maude Muck 
enU rtaiil' d almul twenty ol their 
I'rleiids on Friday niternoon and 
even inn, the 13th. The you tin Indies 
Industriously sowed until fl o'clock, 
when a very elaborate supper w;e. 
served. The w»rm, brljihl evening was 
spent on the lawn in social conveisa 
tion and sanies. 

Miss Until lloyt entertained twenty 
ol her young friend?; Thursday evening 
trust at the home of her sister, Mrs. R.H. 
I'lliU ( 'aids and dames were played 
and the evening was pent on the lawn, 
Mr: Maury Robinson and her sister, 
MIhs Eve I nrwenther, entertained the 
member i nf the progressive dinner 
party of some weeks ago ala lawn pic¬ 
nic on Thursday evening, the 12lh. 

'l ids afternoon Miss Lillian Buck 
and Mi i .auraCaldwell will enter¬ 
tain at Miss Buck s home. 

Vacaville lti*|Mirter, July 21,19W* 
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Through March 31st 
just *29.95/month 
with over 1,100 
included minutes 


PLUS THE BEST 
PHONE PACKAGE: 


Vr it ,i t'.nii>( Crllulnr Auir ■* 

.mil t/o/iith- hi ''Itrruil V 
niymtsif. .nut tiHK'lvt' 

fin ? Nokiti 
Mf to < HflH.il 
ft,'*, p/io/ie* 

/iVe va/eu rvnf.ih> 

If i in I IU)ll\YftHHt Vuh'O 



FREE 

FREE 


Round hihlfO 
f )if/i i * 

. IV/ 11 'it you sign of) with 

l\u ilu lU'll WitrH" '- 


VACAVILLE- r«">4:!>/ 44 no 

,'O/H) il //.nfi/stifi fir. Hi Vncnvillv Common s 


i Aim ii n* 

I . * J I b ■ . t l W * * * 1 ‘ «** * » *1 

NOVAK* 

I / i . i . r. 1 *- t 1 

VAILS l<* i. i 

f . 1 0 i, ■ . i f*. . , | * . , 

NAPA 'VI ll li#/ 

i ^i., . f * i ih*. a i ■ . * 


PACIFIC □BELL 


*/('*((! I * fftif I V t f R Fu * * I C-rnu t 

i pi r ( 4 *i| fv *1 ■ 'I / A /a f *. d 1 i i 

J . ■ . k M t , . . i. ■ 1 I ► S| p !>■ , h I n , 

J r j | I ( .yn fl-rllMl ||l*> ' | - » 1 


I f* i A t V } 
I lft« m, 
I). ■ *i-sl 
* t. mi ,y P 

A Cm ) Ink 


Wllnfild* 

^hffUOE'iui tiieiij 

l/H 'MlkW r> L*d l nrai|a*iM^ 

n <n\< U n /ffl't ll' *i*‘ -*■ m'JV ww h il^LH ^ 

V IJ ■</.* I •' f ** I rt H Vl I typUh fill*' 
Mfa*t fca. I O * 

f l H * J pi A V- Si (#4* ft FTlI if 

f | » T 1,1 J f 1 1 ffAlj 


rt *fi I* 1 * F 


,, < 11-» i ■ 'I* V t 

. tf fi »•* i * ■ *) m ter * p'i i r d 1 h 

fffer m(iii t |i (tfittiRl/ Sup vm Am • ft t l . . t 

.|U|il j\mI Jmvn ( t ***♦ #0 < I 


| ►T kf . *| I *1 


.Ifti JCU 


-1 i *+ihi i. i ■ < i. 11 ¥v * • a * * * 

, ,<n, > f t A-. ,(31 vi iv *tlj |syi is * ** i (n* * B'* . 

>,sd VHlKlOy t <1 ttftl fl ... 

I I 1 4 * ».. Ml 0* II f *. Uil I ' ft Mf**. til 1‘OnV H M h'fi - rt H III ill ? I 

h |V 1 | I « l Si l|b4 


H 1 


No, I'm ferry Thornion. i<miukT *>i rbornton 
Son*, jewelers. Since my business did not come 
min rxhtrmi until 1970 , I II give some inler- 
,“,11110 l.ui*. eat h inonlli <*n die history ol 

.r» 

jeweli y and stones. 


Hlrlhstoites 

lamtary 

I fill'll.it \ 

M.mh 

Apiil 

May 

June 

Inly 

AuF.u.m 

Seoletnl in 

t )l ll >1 K*l 

Ni i\ i mliet 

l In i Mil H’t 


(iartiei 
Amethyst 
Aquamarine 
I Hamond 

Mineiaid 

Pearl Alexandrite 

Ruby 

i'ei u I* >i 

Sapphire 

i ip.d loiitnaline 

IV jjp.U, 

I viii [in >tse /in < >ii 



Ji t i y l hi>ron'n 
OniuT. I horntun & Sou** 


AiitutHtiirinc * Mtirch fiit thsti f *w 

\quaitmrine is die blue to greenish blue vaueiv oi heryl. The mmie is 
derived from a Latin word meaning *sea water* due to its color. Found 

..Uy In Mia/il, aquamaiin.- is OlSO mined in Mada>MsCai and Africa 

\quamai Ine Is commonly healed to eliminate R.een mulerUmes. 
Aquamadne is die btiihstoue lot Maieh and is vlealRiuted lot die MU 

wn kling aimlveraary. 



Irykh'bT'h td 
llu-niliudb ill 


hl'lANN \ (l * 


OMEGA 


l mu nl l sniool in >. i)I\on • i, f K ’’ft, iumikiiivnisi \ \, wun ■ i'i,n 

Mill? Al \MO UK , t Id ' KSlDlU IK , V M'AN HO ' 11(1 M u 
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f \Vindo\Os 


home 


deliver and install vJindovds and doors that vJill keep 
>fon cooler in the summer and vJarmer in the \ 0 inter 
using twentieth-centurj materials that create an air-tight 
seal are beautiful to look at. Vou vSill vOant to incite 
'Jour fiiends 0 \>er just to see and enjo'j ^our ne \0 v)»n- 
dovOs and doors from Cali[omia \^indov 3 Systems. 

(Wt promise not to hit them hovo much money you saved.) 


Join Our 
Large Group 
of Satisfied 
Customers 


Window Systems 


227 Benton Court Pj 
Old Town Suisun, CA 94585 r 


Bi i T 


Henry Ford first experimented with a horseless carriage in the 
1890s. He later introduced the very successful Model T Ford In 1908. 

Monte and Ron Wilson, now co-owners of Import Service Cm ter. 
Ixrgan with Ron's interest in cars when he was 14 years uld. His free 
time was spent under the hood of any car that needed rc »aire. He 
couldn't wait to drive his own car! 


Morale li iLiiinL' on R«m > "63 Ford Ci 


IMPORT SERVICE CENTER 

938 East Monte Vista • Vacaville 

. 446-4066 

V_ Open M-F 8am-5:00pm 


DOUBLE Vv 
LENGTH > 

R. R. CARS 






■ 




p an rn & P6t Supply 

-gSJ tEIirrm Everywhere^ 

fry Vow (La\ ^ r ° ,t 


e Carry (wet & dry) 

• tarns 

• science Diet 

• Nutro Max Cat 

• innova 
•Eukanuba 

• sensible Choice 
. And morel 

Tull tin* of >u PPt" s ' 

b,-ds c«IWs oid toy*. 




We Carry (wet & dry} 

• California Natural 

• tarns 

• science Diet 

• Nutro Max 

• innova 

• Anmar 

• Pro Plan 
» And morel 

Full 11 m of J-H) 


Vo r X he 


*0141* -Hopsc 


Full Line 
of Bird 
Supplies, 

and Toys 


-Perfect" 40 ' R° un(J Pen 

Cfthet Bix** 


• we Carry Panels, Cates, 
and Fencing 
. Full Line of Horse 
supplies and care v 
Products 1 


,i Complete 
L saddle & Txl 
Source 

(new & used! 


707*048*6568 


All major credit cards accepted 

Open 7 Days a Week 

Mon.’Fri. 9*6 _ _ ___ 

ITCIk 103 Aegean way • Vacaville 

(Corner of Peabody & Aegean way) ■ 


Investors Resources Group, Inc. 


Broker/Dealer Member NASD/SI PC 


An Independent & Locally Owned Full Service Discount Brokerage Firm 


Providing 


Tun N, fiiub 
President & Client 
Portfolio Manager 


Investment Services to 
Solano County for 

The next one-hundred years. 


n wyv.lRGcagle.com or 451-6940 

For more information or an appointment 

Located in Vacaville's Historical Downtown District at 
KUIC Plaza, 600 E. Main Street, Suite 100 


w - arcar tells 

I'ufHa? is to 

keep ofFbus 

be bus of the Hotel Raleigh is 
■ exclusively for the guests ol the 
J hotel All others must pay and can- 

untini. not be . F ermilt cd to enter the ‘bus 
s,.„, 14 traveling public has a chance to 

1 ure a seat. 

^us has been crow ded with the non 
residents ol Vacaville at times, to an 
( Vl ,, 1 which has shut out travelers desiring 
b e 0 Hotel Raleigh, or caused them to 
an hoy^j mf0rtablV crou dccJ or seriously 

If you are a guest of the Hotel Raleigh 
f bus is at your service. If you are not. 
SSJ, ofthe bus until lhe guests of the 
riri ° u have a chance, and if you 

^therein after that, pay for the service, 
he ’bus is not the equivalent of a free 
i Cfir ^ or the accommodation of boys or 
... either. All of that class will keep out 
•it all times. 

Raleigh Rarcar, Manager 
Vacaville Reporter 


Oct 28.1905 




vert ii jest 


v 

ht? politician is my shepherd. I 
I shall not want any good thing dur- 
I ing the campaign. He teadeth me 
into the saloon for my vote’s sake. 
He filieth my pockets w ith good cigars; my 
glass of beer runneth over. 

He prepared) my ticket for me in the 
presence of my judgment. 

Vea, though I walk through mud and ram 
to vote for him and shout myself hoarse, 
when he is elected, straightway he forget- 
teth me. 

Lo! When ! meeteth him in his own office 
he knoweth me not Surely the wool hath been 
pulled over my eyes all the days of my life. 

Anonymous 
Sept. 24.1904 


1900-1909 


Circus Day at V 


ill 




" «<gsr 

* 100 


22 Famous Equestrians 

18 Daring Aerialists 

23 Merry Ci wns 


ytritfui 


T1 Arabian. Tumb tors 


people; 

350 HORSES 

MUSEUM 

Double Menagerie 

Real Roman Hippodn 

Scores of Trained WildlBeasts 


tirk (IO) Family 

is*rW*'» Imtitl lydlifv |»u*r (Ivliri 

10 Rteklm Rough Rider* 
SHETLAND PONY BALLET 


Pretty 

Th# Only Li 


MARETT^ 


r In ll\» Cnllr« World wh* throws 
SOMERSAULTS ah th* Raok of 

m 3v-ifGjr Nvnmrifl Hortf, 


Thundering 


floraiB 'Chariot Races 
SEALS 4 SEA LIONS 
A COMPLETE JAPANESE CIRCUS 
9 SENSATIONAL EQUILIBRISTS 

Only Lady Japanese Artists In America 

20 Astonishing Acrobats 
HIGHEST JUMPING HORSES 

IIERDS'PERFORMING ELEPHANTS^ 
CAMELS, LLAMAS AND BOS INDICUS 

CAKE WALKING HORSES 

TRAINED IMPORTED ARABIAN STALUONS 


.Mass pjeards 

A*rUhAU 3 upr*m* 

7 Russian 
Cossacks 

SUPERB 
GARLAND 
ENTREE 


Grand STREET PARADE 


10:30 

DlllV 


\\ ^ 


^ S X\ 


PERFORMANCES AT 2 AND 8 P. 


A large ad in The Reporter on April 14,1906, promotes a circus coming to town. 


umiay, Mnmh ?H, iog<> * 


Cruel ty to colt 
draws jail s ay 

A stranger, who gave the name as Hr Arthur 
M. Lawrence, was arrested last Friday after 
noon on complaint of Constable C.H Down¬ 
ing and charged with cruelty L> animals. 
Lawrence drove a mare into town, a young coll fol¬ 
lowing The colt was In an exhausted condition and 
scarcely able to walk, the front hoofs being worn to 
the quick and blood issuing therefrom 

Dr. Lawrence had driven from Napa that day and 
insisted on continuing to Vacaville, when ho was 
arrested ai the suggestion of several citizens 
His case came up for trial before Judge W W R 
Reeves Monday, District Attorney Gregory appearing 
for the people. Senator B.Iv Rush, S.I1 LaShells 
W.H. Bryan. T.P. Emigh and C.H. Downing were the 
witnesses. The defendant was found guilty as 
charged and fined ten dollars. Being without funds 
Lawrence is serving ten days in the county jail. He 
defended his own case. 

Solano Republican 
May 20,1905 

Voting machine 

T o enable the voters of this vicinity to famil¬ 
iarize themselves with the workings of the 
voting machines recently adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors, County Clerk Halli- 
day has sent lo Vacaville a miniature machine, 
which is now on exhibition at the Bank of Vacaville 
It is extremely simple in operation, and voters are 
invited to examine into its workings. 

One great advantage in the use of the machines 
lies in the fact that they automatically register the 
number of votes cast for each candidate, thus 
enabling the election officers to announce the result 
as sood as the polls are closed. 

Vacaville Reporter 
Sept 17,1904 


Auto 


arrives 


A n automobile passed through town Wednes¬ 
day and was an object of some interest. In 
time to come we expect to see them in the 
local livery stables, and making regular 
trips to connect with all trains at Elmira, 

Vacaville Reporter 

1901 
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Downtown Vacaville In 1907 at soon from what Is now Andrews Park. 

Optimism in new century 


ItlifhltlrU Mir 1 |iflliln 


(Continued from Page 3) 
sum me i Hoads and the highways 
around (he region wen- rough. V gravel 
mixture railed ui.h .idam w as list'd to 
smooth streets Asphalt finally paved 
Main Si root in IPM 

l lit' town of \ acaviltc in I!NMI desired 
the same limit: as today's business own 
ci s: To lit 1 a destination lor travelers 
and shoppers, 

A first class hott'l was widely dis 
cussed. Mv I POO, Hott'l Italeigh was the 
only one in town M was undergoing 
n pan s m I90J when a fruit company 
executive and his wile came to Vaco 
vi lie on hiisiness Tlu’ Itepoi In lament 

eel that the executives wife had no 
decent hotel in which to stay 

It seems lo be the need ol comimmi 
ly pride lo have a first class hotel where 
tourists would he attracted,” noted the 
editor. 

timid highw ays vu're necessary to 
attract tourists, continued the Sept lit, 
1992. article Vacaville might have lo 
become a "dry town” because ‘’eastern 
tourists are reported to be prejudiced 
against the sale ol liquor. 

"There are essentials like a sewer 
system and trifles like golf links to he 
secured and the proposition may he 


assured." 

The newspaper, however, acknow l 
eel)ted that no one wants to invest in 
such an enterprise because of the sim 
pie fact that it couldn't make money. 

When Hotel Raleigh was destroyed 
by fire in (POP and the town would 
remain without a hotel fm 11 years. 

The ltd erst ale HO connection has 
since created a sizable motet Industry in 
Vacaville Mul a major hotel As The 
Keporlei noted in l!M)l it will not (hap 
pen) naturally until the town’s increase 
in population permits an assurance el 
success and substantial ret in ns," 

The trustees did consider the social 
and cultural well being ofthe town In 
June 1 P 01 , for example, the township 
approved $d a mouth for hand concei ts 
(luring the summer months. "It has 
given pleasure to those who visit low n 
durum the concerts and has been a 
source of attract im: people to Vacaville, 
lo the benefit of inercham noted The 

Reporter. 

flu* demise of Hotel Raleigh, the 
town s year old landmark, revealed 
again the weaknesses ofthe town’s lire 
lit:idinj: abilities. Outdated equipment 
and poor water pressure worked against 
the smoke eaters who managed to save 


many buildings around the Raleigh, hut 
not thi' hotel from going up in smoke 

Vacaville Iruslees would finnlly have 
a modern department In itllli when the 
JO main volunteer unit received the 
town's first self propelled fire engine. 

The township of Vacaville was just a 
handful uf streets in the lH!K)s where 
1 1 munerco took up shop on Main Street 
iiul hoped for good fortune against the 
forces of nature fire, drought. Hood 
and frost, 

’Hi** town Is now a mix ce retail, pro 
fes.simi.'d and Inisiness services, Mer 
chants promote the downtown with spe 
rial events year round to distinguish 
itself fmni the shopping center 
onslaught. 

Vacaville's pride in I1H5, the 
Carnegie library, is now into a fourth or 
firth life as headipiartei s ofthe VOCD 
villi* ('lvaml)er ol Commerce, 

At il»' other end of downtown, Old 
Town Hall, two stories tall and still 
toppi'd hy its Moorish hell lower, is 
structurally sound and homo lo the 
city’s Heritage Council and local 
genealogical society. 

The little lYuil town’s heart still has a 
pood foundation poing Into the 21 st eon 
In rv. 


(Cumin.I from Pap* - ’h 

the west aide ofBtlubtth Street and 
Ion own on tin northeast < <n m r "* 

Boyd mid Stevenson streets. 1 hose 
homoa became the enro of Vacaville h 

oldest residential neighborhood 

The original plan for Vacaville was 
created when Juan Manuel Vacn 
deeded nine square miles to William 
Me I >antoI of Henicin, The plot Iliad In 

1 8 !»I showed a grid system ol street- 
■ mil four public squats *m slmdiir lo 
other Spanish towns of the era. 

"The ombltioui town plan was vir¬ 
tu 111 ly disi epai ded a*' a plan lor 
growth, The plan railed Portia 1 town 
lo he developed on north and east 
side oi l I hills ( reek. 1 noted (i lent) 

Ovitl, ,i former Vacaville resident and 
architectnrnl student, m ids ItHf/ 
study ol the city's housing history 
"Instead, building occurred along 
the stage route, what would become 
Merchant Street, named idler , 11 ! 
Merchant, an early blacksmith of 
Vacaville, and Main Street 

Vacaville, n sleepy hay and grain 
farming town, consisted o( a block 
bordered hy Main, Merchant and 
Hcniard streets during its first two 
decades Small, simple gable roofed, 
clapboard mid hoard and batten lions 
ex stood along the streets, intermixed 
with a few businesses, wrote OvitL. 

beginning in the 1870s, businesses 
began to line Main Street a the h mt 
Industry stalled to prow. Residences, 
however humble, were moved off the 
main thoroughfare, 

Cottages or bungalows were built 
cast and south of what had become a 
distinct business district for those 
laborers who didn't live on tin ranch 
cs, there were hnunlinglinuse® Many 
shopkeepers made their home above 
or behind their stores 

lly the turn ol the century, I he city's 
entire population tut inhered just 1,100 
inhabitants Today they could be 
housed in just one at Vacaville's 
major apartment complexes. 

Hut m Man'll 1002 The Reporter 
urged moneyed men who up to (he 
present have never hull! a house, to 
increase the population of Hie town 
and at the same (line secure a prof 
c Investment.” 

The door west opened in 1800 when 


Die buck M-unhm won built ah, Pl 
what wan an extension of Main so, 
Named Uip Buck W* n-rti Adri.i' 
it was a •ihowpfitco for tin woi). ,h 
iiuir tci builder and deslgnoi , 

"iLm 

Sharpe Among Ills many projci ti 
were (Ik IHUHhlgh school, tin- 19 ^ 
gramaiHrschool. tin Itt'ii Pr< , 
tan Church and Hie Carnegie |,j|„ 
built in 1918. ” 

Most ofthe large' homes were 
designed In Hi*' popular Style of Uie 
decade, Queen Anne Victorian M fl 
cost about $5,000 to build a grnrut 
aum forth® limes, given n comfort;,^ 
Hvo-story house could b<- built for , ' 

little as $1,200. 

The buck Mansion on the w< siH 


--.iitii. 

of Hu- Vacaville Museum remain., a 

symbol of that golden age. Soon aiw 

other successful business and rnn t h 
lug families, .such as the ( handler 

and tin* Kogerscs, built larger horne 
along the growing buck Avenue 
Kentucky Street, named for the 

homo state of Mrs. Prank n. buck, 

became the western border of lawn 
which by now had passed right on i, 
West Street 

Vacant tots oil West Main Street a. 
Kendal also were becoming new m-i^ 
borhoods. As noted in The Ucporter’s 
Town Talk of March 2,1901: 

“The west end of town continues to 
grow Miss Carrie Dunkerson has 
given contractor (ieorge 1 1 . Sharpe 

contract In build two cottages on tin 
lots she recently purchased lYoniJok 
Winlerboltom .situated on the - urn. f 

of Kendall and West Streets. The lots 
have u frontage of 70 foci on Kt-n<j-|j 
and 115 feel on West They will front 
Kendal and will cost somethin) {ovc r 
$ 2 , 000 . The cottage will contain five 
rooms each.” 

At the dawn ofthe 20th century, 
just 1>0 years all ci its iuunding, iintcij 
OviU, Vacaville was a closely knit, 
well-established and prosperous 
small town, 

Nob- The Vacaville Museum 
recently published “Vacaville Walk 
ingTour" Of Buck Avenue and West 
Main Street Based on the research 
oiul writings ofOvitt, the booklet fea 
lures 2 !t historical homes and loc.i 
turns with early photos of several of 
the major houses. 
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^Domino 
party hit 
of season 


M rs. \\ .E. Lawrence, 

Mrs. W.S. 

Killingswortb, Mrs. 
J.W. Spear and Mrs, 
S.P. Dobbins were the hostesses 
Thursday evening at a pink 
domino party, which proved to 
be a very enjoyable innovation 
and one of the most successful 
of the season’s social affairs. 

Masonic hall, which was the 
scene of the gathering, was very 
artistically decorated, masses of 
fruit blossoms and twining ivy 
and smilax proving very' effec¬ 
tive. 

Fully 150 people were pre¬ 
sent the identity of most being 
hidden beneath mask and domi¬ 
no. One hundred and ten took 
part in the grand march. 

In most cases the disguise of 
the dancers prevented even 
their most intimate friends from 
recognizi ig them, and much 
merriment resulted from the 
endeavor to discover one anoth¬ 
er’s identity. Early in the 
evening a ll were requested to 
unmask and tlh e balance of the 
ime passed all too quickly in 
e enjoyment of the dance. 

, Refreshments were served in 
the banquet rooms, which had 
also been handsomely decorat¬ 
ed with ivy and masses of grace¬ 
ful acacia, while tall bouquets 
of buttercups and scattered 
sprays of maiden hair fern gave 
a very artistic touch to the 
tables. 

A pleasant surprise was 
afforded by Mrs. L.H. Peterson 
of San Francisco, who favored 
those present with several 
songs. 

Vacaville Reporter 
March 2,1907 
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Vacaville's best of good goods 

George P. Akerly was one of Vacaville’s most prominent 
and respected businessmen near the turn of the century 
and for several decades afterward. Akerly (above right) 
is shown in Akerly's General Merchandise Store in 1900 
with Patsy McLaughlin (above left) and Frank Ellison. 
Located in the Masonic Building, Akerly's General 
Merchandise Store claimed the slogan: “If you can’t 
[ find it at Akerly's, there’s no use looking anywhere 
else.” Remembered one former employee, “He just had 
everything.” Also, as an Akerly’s General Merchandise 
Store ad in the Vacaville Reporter of May 18,1901, 

\ claims (left), it was the place to find “The best of 
|! good goods.” The store was destroyed by fire in 1939 
shortly after Akerly sold the business to A.A. Coder. 






Graffiti scars post office walls 


T he post office of Vacaville seems to be 
the place selected by most everyone 
upon the walls of which to display their 
wants and notices in the form of small 
advertisements. 

The walls are disfigured with every manner of 
sign and pencil mark until they resemble an 


Egyptian obelisk more than that of “Uncle Sam’s” 
well-cared-for offices. Everything from a bunch of 
Spiritualistic literature to a splash of dried up ink 
has its place upon the walls and more is being 
added every day. 

Vacaville Reporter 

1901 
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Akerly bond source 
of much fascination 


O n Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
at the residence of Mr 
and Mrs. George P. 
Akerly, Vacaville, 
Frank Herbert Buck and Mrs. 
Jennie J. Dobbins were united 
in marriage by Rev. James 
Curry of the Presbyterian 
church. 

Promptly at high noon the 
bride and groom, preceded by 
Miss Cecil Anderson bearing 
the wedding ring upon a cush¬ 
ion of white satin, entered the 
parlors to the sweet strains of 
Mendelssohn’s wedding march 
played by Miss Maude Buck. 

They took their station under a 
canopy of trailing smilax, and 
the vows were quickly spoken 
that made them man and wife 
After congratulations, refresh¬ 
ments were served and a pleas¬ 
ant time was enjoyed until it 
was necessary for the newly 
wedded couple to depart for the 
train, which they took at Elmira. 


The bride was gowned in a 
costume of pastel blue voile, and 
carried a bouquet of white car 
nations. Mr. and Mrs. Buck are 
well known as among our most 
worthy and estimable citizens, 
and upon their return will make 
their home on his father’s fruit 
ranch, a few miles out of town. 

Those present were: Mr. and 
Mrs. I.K. Buck, Dr. and Mrs. W J, 
Dobbins, Mr. and Mrs George P. 
Akerly, Mr. and Mrs. H.A Fair 
bank of Sacramento, Mr. and 
Mrs. W.H, Buck, Mrs. Granville 
Cecil and Cecil Anderson of 
Davisville, Mr. and Mrs. F.M. 
Buck, Morris Buck, Rev, and 
Mrs. Jas. Curry, Misses May, 
Maude and Lillian Buck, Miss 
Gertrude Montgomery, Miss 
Gladys Fairbank of Sacramento, 
Dr. and Mrs. W.G. Downing of 
Suisun and Charles Buck of 
Lodi. 

Vacaville Reporter 
Jan. 9,1904 


Store hit by burglar 


C rystal Bros.’ store was 
entered Thursday night 
and $25 in cash and a 
varied selection from 
the stock was secured by the 
burglar. 

Entrance was effected 
tli rough the skylight, care being 
taken to paste heavy paper over 
the glass so that no noise would 
be made in removin g one of the 
panes. 

On gaining an entrance the 
midnight visitor proceeded to 
make his selections from the 
large stock before him, and the 
members of the firm cannot def¬ 
initely fix the amount of their 
loss. It is apparent, however, the 
burglar had an eye for cutlery. 


for he took about all the sample 
knives and razors on exhibition 
in a case. The cash register 
yielded $25, but the marauder 
did not touch the safe. 

He also fitted himself out 
with a suit of clothes, and like a 
good husband did not forget his 
wife, for he selected several silk 
waist patterns and some ready 
made waists. He departed with 
his plunder by the back door. 

Nothing was known of the 
robbery until the store was 
opened up Friday morning, and 
no clue has yet been obtained of 
the guilty party. 

Vacaville Reporter 
Oct. 28,1905 
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See us tor all your hunting needs 

Buy, Sell, Trade, Consignments & Appraisals 


860 Alamo Drive (In Alamo Plaza) 

( 707 ) 451-1199 

Hours: Tues., 12-7, Wed.-Fri,, 10-6, Sat., 9-5 
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pre Noed Service* * 

(707) 446-323 3 
524 Elmira Road • Vacaville 



We offer personal, courteous service with a smile 
and prices that will put a smile on your face. 

A very stylish jacket made of all wool trimmed with fancy 
pearl buttons, jacket is lined with good quality satin and A 

guaranteed for two seasons. m 


Early 1900’s - Very fashionable...block only 


431 Main St., Downtown Vacaville 

707/452*11 L4 

Cues. - Kti., 10-6 • Sat., 10-5 
Evenings by appointment 



(’offers & Teas 


Hxollr. Komi Products 


l ine Chocolates 
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births 


AOW E. Str^nMm, ixMRIcHn, 2/5/00 

SfMnCM Trncy, ivtiw, A 5/00 

* ml *' **>**■,w x eom'*yxwx)cH\i, a 3/00 
MrMn H nw. ,k tn -vs. 10 U1 00 
Margaret MKrfwO, nutlvv, 11 /fl/oo 
Aw«n Copland, co>in»M'r. 11/14/00 
Clart, GnMo. actor, 2/t/Ol 
LooK Hahn, architect, 2/SO/Ol 

Unu« P.^utlrm, chemist. 2 / 28/01 

fiary Cooper, ,*a.v. 5/7/01 
Loots Armstrong. musta.Tn, 8/4/01 
Enrtco l orml, physicist. 9/29/01 
OeOTKO Gallup, pollster, 11/18/01 
Walt Disney, animator, 12/5/01 
Lnnfivton Hughes, writer, 2/1/02 
Charles Lindbergh, aviator, 2/4/02 
John Steinbeck, novelist, 2/27/02 
Thomas E. Dewey, politician. 3/24/02 
Guy Lombardo, band leader, 6/19/02 
Richard Rodgers, composer. 6/28/02 
Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., diplomat. 7/5/02 
OEden Nash, poet. 8/19/02 
Ed Sullivan, television host, 10/13/02 
Edgar Bergen, ventriloquist. 2/16/03 
Ansel Adams, photographer, 2/20/03 
Charles Gorcn, bridge expert. 3/4/03 
Eliot Ness, federal agent. 4/19/03 
Beniamin Speck, podiatnann. 5/2/03 

4 Bob Hope, 
comedian, 
5/29/03 
Lou Gehrig, 
baseball great, 
6/19/03 
John DliJlnger. 
outlaw, 6/22/03 
Erskine 

Caldwell, author. 
12/17/03 
Cary Grant, actor. 1/18/04 
George Konnan, diplomat, 2/16/04 
William L Shi/or, historian. 2/23/04 
James T. Farrell, author, 2/27/04 
J. Robert Oppenhelmer, atomic physicist. 
4/22/04 

Willem do Kooning, painter. 4/24/04 
James Beard, cooking authority, 5/5/04 
Salvador Dali, artist. 5/11/04 
Louts Leakey, paleontologtsl. 8/7/04 
Vladimir Horowitz, pianist. 10/1/04 
Alger Hiss, accused spy. 11/11/04 
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PASSAGES 


Queen Victoria 

Queen Victoria, who has been 
on the British throne since 1837, 
dies Jan. 22 at Cowes on the Isle 
of Wight at age 82. At her death, 
the British Empire is at its height, 
with outposts on five continents 
and an enormous navy to protect 
its trade routes. Most of her sub¬ 
jects around the world have known 
no other monarch. Victoria is suc¬ 
ceeded by her 59-yearold son, Al¬ 
bert Edward, the Prince of Wales, 
who ushers in the nine-year Edwar¬ 
dian period as Edward VII. 



London, Wiggin emerge 

Two great American authors 
make their first impressions on the 
reading public in 1903. Jack Lon¬ 
don’s "The Call of the Wld" is a 
huge success, second only to Kate 
Douglas Wiggin’s 'Rebecca of Surv 
nybrook Farm” in annual sales. 


MUSIC 



Ragtime's all the rage 

Scott Joplin, bom to freed 
slaves in 1868 in Bowie County 
near Texarkana, Texas, is riding a 
wave of popularity as 
the ‘King of Rag¬ 
time." The rag¬ 
time genre, 
with its syn¬ 
copated 
rhythm, was 
already es¬ 
tablished 
when Joplin’s 
‘Original 
Rags’ was pub¬ 
lished in early 
1899. But “Maple Leaf Rag,' also 
published in 1899, becomes so 
successful that it captures the ear 
of the American public in the first 
years of the new century. 


ART 


Klee, Picasso gain fame 

Two of the world’s greatest 
20th-century painters, each a titan 
in the development of modern art, 
come to the fore In 1903 with char¬ 
acteristic major works. Swiss mas¬ 
ter Paul Klee's Two Men Meet, 
Each Supposing the Other to Be of 
Higher Rank is a provocative etch 
ing. Controversial Spanish artist 
Pablo Picasso's La Vie (The Life) is 
representative of his later-tobe-cel 
ebrated 'blue period.” 
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Does the century 
begin In 1900 or 1901? 

Then t as now, then* was con- 
sideruble debate about when 
the old century should end and 
the new one begin , The first cen¬ 
tury obviously ended with the 
end of the year 100. newspapers 
patiently explained. So, the 19th 
century must end on Dec 31 , 
1900 r rather than Dec 31, 1899 . 
Wo new century began yes ter 
day, Avoid all del unions on that 
head,*pontificated the editor of 
the New York Tribune,"but 
those who had to date anything 
found that there was a qua t 
sensation in writing *1$0Q’and 
they felt that something mo¬ 
mentous had happened to the 
calendar 0 New Yearns 1900 was 
the milestone to obs+Tie, every 
one stinted to agree, so why put 
off the big celebration for a 
whole year? 


1900 



U0R4FIY 
O# CGHGHCSS 


■ Jan. 1: The United Stales 
enters the 20th century with a 
sense of euphoria nnd satisfac¬ 
tion. Wall Street is said to be un¬ 
dergoing a ‘prosperity panic," and 

banker James T. 
Woodward de¬ 
clares that 
America is 
“the envy of 
the world." 

In Wash¬ 
ington, 
2,000 stand 
in line to 
shake hands 
with President 
William McKinley 
(pictured) and first lady Ida 
McKinley at a White House recep¬ 
tion. McKinley, a Republican from 
Ohio, beat William Jennings 
Bryan in the 1896 election to be¬ 
come the 25th ! .S. president. 

■ Jan. 20: Rep. George H. 
White of North Carolina, the last 
African-American elected during 
the Reconstruction era, intro¬ 
duces in Congress a bill to make 
lynching a federal crime; the bill 
never gets out of committee. 

There are 115 recorded lynchings 
in 1900. 

■ Jan. 26: Theodore Roosevelt, 
who led the famed Rough Riders 
during the recent Spanish-Ameri¬ 
can War, tells friend Henrv 
Sprague: “Speak softly and carry 
a big stick: you will go far." 

■ Jan. 29: The American 
League is formed in Chicago by 
Byron Bancroft Johnson, its first 
president Although the bid for 
recognition as a major league is 
rejected by the powerful National 
League, the American League — 
also known as the “junior circuit" 
— achieves major-league status 
the next year. 

■ Oct. 5: The National League 
ends its final season as baseball’s 
only major league. The Brooklyn 
team earns the championship 
with a three-game margin over 
Pittsburgh. Outfielder Honus 
Wagner hits .381 to win his first of 
eight batting titles. 

■ Nov. 6: McKinley again de¬ 
feats William Jennings Bryan, a 
Nebraskan on the Democratic 
and Populist tickets, to win a sec¬ 
ond term as president. Elected ns 
vice president is the Republican 
governor of New York, Theodore 
Roosevelt. 


19011 


■ Feb. 25: J. P. Morgan and 
other investors buy out the indus¬ 
trial empire of Andrew Carnegie. 
They combine his business with 
some oft heirs to create US. Steel 
Corp.The new company, capital¬ 
ized at more than $1.4 billion, 
produces 7.7 million tons of fin- 
ished steel per year. This is the 
largest business deal to date in 
U.S. history. 
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The Teddy Bear is born 


O n Nov. 10,1902, Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt 
is on a hunting excur¬ 
sion in Mississippi while trying to 
settle a boundary dispute be 
tween that stale and Louisiana. 
Well aware of the president's love 
of exotic game, his staJTcaptures a 
Louisiana black hear for Roo¬ 
sevelt to shoot. Instead of killing 
the bear, the president sets it free. 
Editorial cartoonist Clifford 
Berryman teams of the incident 
and draws a cartoon for 'The 
Washington Post of Nov. 18 called 
“Drawing the Line in Mississip¬ 
pi" It shows Roosevelt refusing to 
shoot the licar. Morris Michlom, a 
candy store proprietor in Brook¬ 
lyn, N.Y., sees the cartoon and fig¬ 
ures there’s money to be made. He 
and his wife make a stuffed plush 
toy with movable arms, legs and 
head and — with the president’s 
permission — christen it the “ted¬ 
dy bear." The toy bear Itecotnes an 
icon of the time and a perennial 
favorite of children throughout 
the century. 
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It’s a bird, it’s a plane...! 


“The problem of aerial naviga¬ 
tion without the use of a balloon has 
been soiled at last ." 

— Norfolk Virginian-Pilot 

On a blustery Dec. 17,1903, 
near Kill Devil Hill at Kitty Hawk, 
N.C., Orville and Wilbur Wright as¬ 
tound onlookers by demonstrating 
manned Bight in a heavier-than-air 
mechanically propelled airplane. 
The Wright brothers, bicycle me¬ 
chanics from 
Dayton, Ohio, 
previously 
have experi¬ 
mented with 
their self-made 
kitelike con¬ 
traption, pow¬ 
ered by a 12- 
horse power 
motorcycle en¬ 
gine, hut no 
one was 

around to walch. This occasion at¬ 
tracts a curious group that includes 
several speculative industrialists 
and some enterprising photQgrn 



Orville Wright 


pliers, “Not many," the Wrights re¬ 
call later, “were willing to face the 
ngors of a cold December wind in 
order to see, as they no doubt 
thought, another (lying machine 
not fly.” On¬ 
lookers are 
only mildly 
impressed 
when Orville 
Wright in his 
initial flight 
covers 120 feet 
in 12 airborne 
seconds. But 
the brothers 
Like turns in 
the air. The 
fourth flight, manned by Wilbur 
Wright, is officially recorded ns 59 
seconds, covering a distance of 852 
feet.The only newspaper in Ameri¬ 
ca to give the flight serious cover¬ 
age is the Norfolk Virginion-Pilot, 
which publishes an account the 
morning after the successful llight. 
Nevertheless, the Kitty Hawk 
flights are a birth cry' for an enter¬ 
prise- that will change the world. 



Wilbur Wftght 


S3 Aug. 1: Field hockey is intro¬ 
duced in the United States by 
Constance M.K. Applebee, repre¬ 
senting the British College of 
Physical Education. 

■ Sept. 6: President McKinley 
is shot twice in Lhc abdomen at 
puint-blnnk range by anarchist 
Leon Czolgoszns the president 
stands in o receiving line at the 
Pan-American exposition in Buf¬ 
falo, N. Y For n Jew days, McKin¬ 
ley seems to recover, but he dies 
on Sepl 14 of gangrene, whisper¬ 
ing t he words of his favorite 


hymn, “Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee." Vice President 
Theodore Roosevelt becomes pres¬ 
ident at age 42. 

■ Oct. 16: Dr. Booker T. Wash¬ 
ington becomes the first African- 
American to dine at the While 
House with n president. By ex¬ 
tending the invitation, editorial¬ 
izes the Memphis Scimitar. Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt commit¬ 
ted “llm most damnable outrage 
over perpetrated by nny citizen ol 
tlve l tailed Slates." Roosovelt de¬ 
fends his action and continues to 


seek the advice of Washington, 
wlio wins fame in 1901 with his 
bestselling book “Up From Slav¬ 
ery. But Roosevelt never invites 
him hack. 

■ Dec. 12: Guglielmo Marconi 
receives the first trans-Atlnntic 
wireless message as he sits in a 
hut on the clilTs at St. 

John’s, New¬ 
foundland. An 
English teleg¬ 
rapher 1,700 
miles away 
at Pnidhu, 

Cornwall, 
taps out the 
letter “S," and 
Marconi picks 
it up on a crude 
receiver with a kite 
antenna. "I now fell for the first 
time absolutely certain that the 
day would come," Marconi wnles 
at the time, “when mankind 
would be able to send messages 
without wires not only across the 
Atlantic but between the farther¬ 
most ends of the earth ~ 



1902 


■ Feb. 22: M^j. Walter Reed 
anti Dr James Carroll of the U.S. 
Army Yellow Fever Commission 
in Cuba reveal thnl ihe dreaded 
disease endemic lo the tropics is 
carried by a species of mosquito. 

■ March 4: Evers' driverssnv- 
ior* the American Automobile As¬ 
sociation, or Triple A, is formed in 
Chicago for the “development and 
introduction of the automobile " 

n March 18: Italian tenor En¬ 
rico Caruso makes his first phono 
graph recordings in a hotel room 
in Milan, He records 10 songs for 
$500. 

H April 29: Tlie Sen ole voles to 
extend the Chinese Exclusion Act 
for the second time- The act bars 
Chinese immigration to the Unit* 
ed States, protecting American 
w orkers from the threat ol cheap 
Asian labor 

■ May 20: Cuba gains inde- 
pend once from Spain, nnd US. 
troops end the occupation that fol¬ 
lowed the Spanish-American War 
of 1898; Ibmna Estrada Palma is 
elected first president of the inde¬ 
pendent Republic of Cuba. 


Enrico 

C;iry&o 



■ Juno 15: The Twentieth 
Century Limited goes into service 
to begin a 65-year career on the 
mil route between New York and 
Chicago. 


1903 


■ April 24: The New York 
Stock Exchanges new building at 
Broad nnd Wall streets is dedicat¬ 
ed amid o blizzard of ticker tape. 

In a dedication speech, financier 
J*P. Morgan says: The magnifi¬ 
cence of our new home is only in 
keeping with the magnitude of 

o ur business. 0 

■ May 2: The Kentucky Derby 

is won by an ebony colt named 
Judge Himes, a decided long^hot 
But contrary to a claim in many 
later reference works, this does 
not establish Mark hors* " q s a 
term for a surprise winner The 
first dark horse was Franklin \ 

Pierce, nominated for president - 

on the 49th ballot at the Democ¬ 
rats 1 1852 convention. 

■ Nov. 17; At a congress in 
London, Russia's embattled Social 
Democratic Labor Party splits 
into two wings — the moderate 
Mensheviks (“'minority”) and the 
radial) Bolsheviks (“majority). 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, fiery young 
leader of the Bolsheviks* advo¬ 
cates in Ills oratory the destruc¬ 
tion of capitalism and establish* 
merit ofan international socialist 
state. 

■ Dec. 10: The Nobel Prize in 
ph ysics is shan^d by three French 
scientists - Henri Becquerel and 
a married couple, Pierre and 
Marie Curie, Becquerel in 1896 
had discovered radioactivity and 
his work originally inspired the 
Curies’ investigations into radia¬ 
tion, tracing its source to the 
heart of the atom, 

■ Dec. 30: All the seats are 
filled and other patrons are stand¬ 
ing in Chicago's Iroquois Theater 
to watch a vaudeville bill head¬ 
lined by comedian Eddie Foy and 
his "seven little Foys.” A fire ig¬ 
nites in the outer lobby and af 
most instantly penetrates the au¬ 
ditorium, trapping almost 1,000 
patrons. The reported death toll 
ranees from 588 to 602. 


1904 


■ Feb, 8; Japanese naval \ 
forces launch a stunning night¬ 
time attack against the Russian * 
fleet ofTPorL Arthur in southern 
Manchuria, The attack is the start 
of the biggest war thus far in his¬ 
tory — the first iii which armored 
battleships, self-propelled torpe¬ 
does, land mines, quick -firing ar¬ 
tillery and modem machine guns 
will be used Japan follows up its 
sneak attack with a declaration of 
war. 

U March 27: Labor organizer 
Mnry Harris “Mother" Jones is or¬ 
dered out of Colorado by state au¬ 
thorities, who accuse her of stir¬ 
ring up striking coal miners. 

& May 5: Denton True ^Cy¬ 
clone* Young, Ik? tier known as t V 
Young, pitches the first perfect 
game in major-league baseball, for 
Ihe Boston Pilgrims* The perfect 
game, against thr Philadelphia 
Athletics, comes during a string of 
44 consecutive scoreless innings* 

2d ot which were Witless as well, 

■ Nov. 15: King C. Gillette is 
granted a patent for a razor with 
u disposable blade. Razor nnd 
blade sales skyrocket 
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McCune 

G A K 1) E N C H A V E L 

Moto i ary • Cut nlvhon * Monuments 
PRE-AKRAM.I MI'.NT Planning 

KD-0388 

2X2 Main Street • Vacaville 
4-48-6546 • Fax: 448-6559 

\v\v\v, mccunechapcl.com 


McCune Garden Chapel was founded in I9.4H by Del McCune who operated McCune Piuu i.il ihnn. mini 
tils death. The operation of die home passed on to his daughter, Barbara McCune, who continues to 
operate die home to this day. We are l>eglnning our 6lst year as a completely family own* d and onei |U d 
Funeral Home-We continue to place our families first and In the same tradition ilui l>, i m t im t j ul ill0 
Ills many yean* ol sen ice to our community 
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\,* ^ Tynxs Raymond 

> Uobb makes his major league 
fa p 3ut vvnl -h the Detroit Tigers. 1 fie 
^^orgia Peach” will play 22 sea- 
son^ fur tHe Tigers, two for the 
tmJadelphia A11 duties ond record 
w , * 1 Retime batting average 

Wlan ing the batting title 12 times, 

, ® 5: A peace accord 

at Portsmouth, RR, uffi- 
ends the Russo-Japanese 
first nuyor conflict of the 
-*Oth century, and establishes 
dapan as an mdiistrializud mili¬ 
tary power i he war erupted in 
1904 as a power struggle for con¬ 
trol of northeast Asia. 

® Nov* 26: Special synagogue 
services are held throughout the 
country to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of V te settle¬ 
ment of Jews in America in 1654 
at New Amsterdam (now New 
York) and their role in the discov¬ 
ery of the New World. Speakers 
note that two Jewish merchants 
helped Queen Isabella of Spain to 
pay for Columbus' voyage in 1492, 
and that Columbus uxpedition in¬ 
cluded Louis de Torres, a Jewish 
interpreter. 


1906 


■ March 7: Finland lx_*comes 
the first country to give women 
the vote, decreeing universal suf¬ 
frage for citizens over 24. 

■ April 18: At 5:13 a.m., San 
Franciscans are jolted from their 
beds by a violent trembling of the 
earth. Afterward come the fires, 
fed by broken gas mains. Hapless 
survivors try to cook on damaged 
stoves, which causes more explo¬ 
sions and fires. Soon, it seems, 

•^^■eryone left in the city is either 
Vpeing the flames and deslruc- 
^tion, seeking missing relatives, or 
helping with relief efforts. 

I he (ires rage for three days, 
destroying two-thirds of the city of 
about 400,000. Estimates at the 
time put the death toll in the hun¬ 
dreds, but modem researchers es¬ 
timate that as many as 3,000 may 
have died in the worst quake ever 
to hit an American city. Hundreds 
of thousands more are homeless, 
and the City by the Bay is 
stripped of its Gold Rush-era fin¬ 
ery. In all, 28,000 buildings are de¬ 
stroyed. Property damage is put 
at $400 million. 



I March 31: President 
odore Roosevelt summons to 
White House representatives 
arvard, Princeton and Yale U) 
r changes in college football 


' l| »' ‘*1 tin most Imitol*. o-.nnH 
"I‘* , 'lmll vkih in istofi, 
wnu lt li',it»inshl,.."ri ymK wi'diM.’ 1 

, p 111 1 I p!.<v. r ill.-.I onil 

, ’ | ! |, riously iiyun-d, InrKP- 

y fttn&OSt no pmU*cliv F r‘ 

' vvom in thoHu day* 

1 hvrv worn calls hi reform III© 
n.ilt“H ur nUilihh ihu spor! 

Ala s\ilist ^ jiiont mcvlmjg in 
Ncnv Ytirk, represents!, ivus of 62 
Lhimln fnrin the Intercollegiate 
Al hlotic ARHocieiion of the United 
States* The federation will l)c«come 
the National CoUegiate Athletic 
Association in 1910. 



■ Summer: Until the nunimer 
of 1906, fatty sausages served on 
long buns sliced lengthwise had ,i 
variety of names: frankfurters, 
franks, red hots, daclishund 
ftauAage&i wieners and wienies* 
But it in n Huiirsi sporlw carunm- 
ist named Thoma- Aluysius "Tad rt 
Dorgan who is generally credited 
with giving the quintessenii/il 
Aiwricmi ballpark snack the 
name we use Unlay: hot dog. There 
are several versions of the story; 
but here is the most credible: In 
his cartoons, Dorgnn already is 
depicting German figures as talk¬ 
ing dachshunds. Playing ofFa 
widely held belief that the 

m 

sausages sold at Coney Island and 
the Palo Grounds contain dog 
meat, Dorgan sketches a cartoon 
shovi mg a vendor peddling a 
dachshund, slathered in mustard, 
m a bun I he caption reads: “Gel 
your hot dogs" 

■ Dec, 24: The first Christmas 
Eve broadcast has no sponsor or 
star — and not much of an audi¬ 
ence, Wireless operators on ships 
off the New England coast are 
puzzled to hear a man’s voice com¬ 
ing through the i^quipment nor¬ 
mally used to send and receive 
Morse code; no one has ever heard 
a voice or music broadcast before. 
The man reads the Christmas sto¬ 
ry' from the Gospel ofl ,uke, then 
plays a violin solo and a recording 
of Handel's I argo He is no per¬ 
former; he is engineer Reginald 
Fessenden, who in 1901 patented 
a way of transmitting radio waves 
to carry natural sounds rather 
than chirps of cotie. Fessendens 
brief broadcast from a remote 
coastal station at Brant Rock, 
Mass., is a harbinger of a global 
communications revolution. 


1907 


■ Feb. 24: The New York 
Times publishes n list of the 
world's richest people. Topping it is 
John D. Rockefeller, whose worth 
is estimated at $300 million. 

■ July 29: Sir Robert Baden- 
Fowell, a celebrated British gener¬ 
al, recruits 22 boys for a field test 
of his essay “Boy Scouts — A Sug¬ 
gestion “The aim of the two-week 
excursion into the woods of 
Brownsea Island off England's 
coast is to instill a sense of com¬ 
munity service, chivalry and 
physical fitness “to help in mak¬ 
ing the rising generation, of what¬ 
ever class or creed, into good citi¬ 
zens at home or in the colonies." 
Baden-Powell later will meet with 
Chicago publisher William D. 
Boyce, who will incorporate the 
Boy Scouts of America in 1910. 

■ Sept. 13: The Cunard liner 
SS ! .usitania arrives in New York 
on its maiden voyage, setting a 
record of five days, 54 minutes, for 
the trans-Atlantic crossing from 
Queenstown, Ireland. The 31,500- 
ton Lusitania is 790 feet long, 



L III ft A B Y Of C QHGfM VT 



NAT 1 tr-CHi v'C S 


Albert Einstein 
explains energy 


T he world becomes infinitely 
more complicated in 1906 
when an obscure 26-year- 
old patent clerk in Bern, Switzer¬ 
land, publishes his musings in thu 
German physics journal Annalen 
der Physik TTie clerk, Albert Ein¬ 
stein. sets out in the article “a aim* 
pie and consistent theory of the 
electrodynamics of moving bodies.* 
In what becomes known as "the 
special theory of relativity 7 ’ Ein¬ 
stein suggests that energy and 
mass are not separate and distinct, 
as scientists had long assumed, but 
that they interact with each other, 
and that energy has mass. He intro¬ 


duces history's most famous equa¬ 
tion. E=mc^ (eneiigy equals mass 
times the speed of light squared). 
Einstein suggests that energy is 
contained in matter, even such tiny 
particles as the atom, and that light 
or radio waves traveling through 
space will be bent off their path by 
a massive body such as the sun, 
slowing the waves for a fraction of a 
second. His conjectures link space, 
time, mailer and energy in ways 
never )>eforu imagined, and they 
radically alter mans view of the 
universe. have no special gift," 
Einstein says later. I am only pas¬ 
sionately curious.* 


with four screws; it can cany 
2,000 passengers and a crew of 
600 and is by far the largest liner 
yet built. 

■fflOct 21: [Tie five Ringling 
brothers — Alf s Al t Charles, Otlo 
and John — from Baraboo, Wis., 
buy out thi n main competitor, the 
Barmxm & Bailey circus, for 
$410,000. The deal, sealed in Lon¬ 
don, gives the Ringlings a virtual 
monopoly on the circus business 
in the United States* 

■ Nov. 16: Oklahoma becomes 
the 46th state, 

■ Dec, 10: Rudyard Kipling, 
author of “The Jungle Book,” is 
awarded the Nobel Prize for liter- 
atu re. 


1908 


■ March 29: Mutt and Jeff, in 
William Randolph Hearst’s San 
Francisco Examiner, is the first 
comic strip to appear daily with 
the same cartoon figures. Car¬ 
toonist Harry (Jonway “BikE Fish' 

er, then 2«), will coni inuo the inp 
until bis deal h in 195 1 


■ May 10: The first Mother’s 
Day is observed in Philadelphia 
and in Grafton, W.Va +1 to lion or 
the memory of Anna Reese Jarvis 
and American mothers living and 
dead. The observance is the idea 
of Anna M» Jarvis, daughter of 
Anna Reese Jarvis. 

By 191 l.ull states will hold 
Mothers Day observances. On 
May 9, 1914, President Woodrow 
Wilson wall proclaim Mother’s 
Day a national observance. 

■ May 22: Wilbur and Orville 
Wright register their flying ma¬ 
chine at the U.S, Patent Office, 

■ June 30: At 7 17 a.m, a mys¬ 
terious hr dial! hurtles across the 
sky and explodes in the atmos¬ 
phere about four miles above a re¬ 
mote area of Siberia called Tun* 
guska, The explosion, with n pow¬ 
er later estimated at betw een 10 
and 20 megatons o( I N h flattens 
and bums 860 square miles of for* 
esl and kills hundreds u!^'reindeer 
The only known human casualty 
is a reindeer herder at a camp 
oh*mt 20 miles from ground zero. 

Russian scientists will not von 
lure miothtMirea until 1927 to 
measure and map the site and 
i ither eyewitness accounts. They 
And a scene of utter devastation, 
hut no crater or meteor li ag- 
ments. Researchers conclude that 
the blast was caused by a rocky 
meteor, perhaps 2tM) leel in diani- 


ft if, Ml ri k ine 1 J ii* *1 riifr phi *r m nt 
fm fthpje <if iitmot Ifi fI* /j *» i. They 
In I li’vr thiil it (liP'.iritegrfiLed irilu 
Ltriy fr;igmenUi no lorg- 
er than fine uravt I, 

■ Sept, 16: General Motor® 

Go im Itnmrt 'I hy Williain G t (jy 
rant, whn hringn othercarmakerfi 
together into n holding corn pony. 

I himnlH bunkcfdUdl him that 
Henry Ford n company in not 
worth the $8 million that Ford de¬ 
mands, so Ford does not join 

A Sept. 17: 1 a Thomaa Self¬ 
ridge of the Army Signal Corps in 
fatally injured in the crash of an 
airplane piluli-d by Orville Wright 
at Fort Myer, Vn, Selftidge, 26 t is 
the first person to die as a result 
of a crash since the Wright broth* 
ors opened the era ofheavier- 
than-air flight in 1903. Wright 
was conducting tests for the War 
Department* 

■ Oct. 1: The Model T rolls off 
Henry Ford's Detroit assembly 
lina and instantly becomes u a mo¬ 
torcar for the multitudes.* 

The black, boxlike ear initially 
co.sLh $860.50. but the price will 
drop during the 19 years the Mod^ 
el T is on the market: $600 in 
1912, $290 in 1924. By 1927, the 
lafH year of Model T production, 

15 million will he on the roacL 
The car is dubbed the Tin 
Lizzie because “Lizzie" is an all- 
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Wfi/r<?n Burfyt, &»* 1 jMfttK ■ VI / I f/t if 

Q^rw» Autry, CCv.roy ir&j r 11 / y?/f) f 
SlnvK»<> <•* Beauvoir. *n ( f 1 /O/O 
Gk lft* O.ivK, ac-lrens, 4/fj/08 
Jwnei St«wart. or.iof. S/70/OH 
Ian Flaming, writer. 5/23/00 
Thur good Marsh.,ij I, Juslloe. ‘////OH 
Kelson RockefeOer. politician, 7/3/08 
H enrl Ca rtlc r-BniiftaH, photo#/ ii pf * t 
8/22/08 

Lyrvdoo B Johnson, pre-.kk-m. 8/27/fiH 
Richard Wright author, 11/4/08 
Barry Goldwnter. pomteian, 1/1/09 
Dean Rusk. IttrltBy of state, 2/9/09 
ithei Merman, singer actress, l /16/09 
Wallace Stegnor. dutlior, 2/18/09 
Lionel Hampton, vibraphonist 4/12/09 
Benny Goodman, band lender 5/30/09 
Errol Plynn, actor. 6/20/09 
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purpose name for a domestic ser¬ 
vant and because the Model T has 
a flimsy, tinny look* The Model T 
is lightweight, simple to operate 
and relatively powerful* 

The Model Ts top speed is only 
40 mph, but the car has good ac- 
celeration, and its high clearance 
is perfect for the rutted, unpaved 
roads of the lime. Farmers use the 
Mode! T as a substitute for draft 
horses to haul produce. Within a 
few years, millions of Americans 
are rattling around the country- 
side, transforming a horse-and- 
buggy land of isolated hamlets 
into a mobile, modem nation, 

B Nov* 3: William Howard Taft 
defeats William Jennings Bryan 
and is elected 27th president of 
the United States. 

y Dec* 28: Jack Johnson of 
Galveston, Texas, becomes the 
first Negro to win the world 
heavyweight boxing champi¬ 
onship when he scores a technical 
knockout over Tommy Bums in 
Sydney, Australia 


1909 


■ March 4: As outgoing Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt looks on, 
William How ard Taft is sworn in 
as president during a how ling 
blizzard; because ol ihe weather, 
the ceremony takes place in tl te 
Senate chamber. 

■ April 6: The third time 
proves to be the charm for explor¬ 
er Robert E* Pteary, Having failed 
twice to be the first man to reach 
the North Pole, Peary sets out 
from the United Stales in July 
1908. winters in Greenland and 
dashes to the Pole on March 1* 
1909* His African-American assis¬ 
tant, Matthew Henson, plants the 
American flag at 90 degrees north 
latitude on April 6* 

■ July 16: The shoh of Iron is 
deposed and is succeeded by his 
12-yeareold son, 

■ Aug. 9: Mark Twain s doctor 
advises the famous author, 73, to 
cut down to four cigars a day be¬ 
cause o i his "tobacco heart.” 
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Geronimo 

Apache chief Geronimo, who led 
raids against white settlers off and 
on from 1858 until his last surren¬ 
der in 1886 , dies o< pneumonia at 
Fort Sill, Okla., on Feb. 17,1909. 

In his later years. Geronimo be¬ 
came a symbol of the noble savage 
and an international celebrity, at¬ 
tending the St, Louis World’s Fair In 
1904 and the inauguration of Presi 
dent Theodore Roosevelt in 1905. 
Just before his death, Geronimo re 
marked, "Now there are very few of 
us left." 


BREAKTHROUGHS 


Carrier’s cooling device 

Willis Haviland Carr er, a 26- 
year-old engineer only a year out of 
Cornell University, is wrestling with 

a problem in 1902: 
how to control 
the heat and 
humidity in a 
Brooklyn, 

N.Y., printing 
plant so that 
the colored 
Inks will print 
crisply and 
not blur on the 
page. A solution 
comes to Carrier on 
a cold, foggy night as he waits on a 
Pittsburgh train platform. He real¬ 
izes that he can create an artificial 
fog by spraying a fine mist of water 
into a box, saturating the air inside. 
By adjusting the water's tempera 
Lure, he can control the tempera¬ 
ture of the air. He calls his cooling 
device an "apparatus for treating 
air* and patents it in 1906. 
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C A n p I f A 


CATALYSTS 


A light in a dark time 

Forty-five years after emancipa¬ 
tion, blacks are still relegated to 
second-class citizenship, 

A catalyst for change begins to 
take shape Feb 12,1909. A group 
of concerned blacks and white re¬ 
formers call for a meeting In New 
York in May and June. At the meet 
ing, attended by about 300 ac¬ 
tivists, the most stirring voice from 
the podium is that of W.E.B. Du 
Bois (pictured below). Harvard-edu¬ 
cated, Du Bois eloquently repudi¬ 
ates the policy of acquiescence ad 
vocated by educator Booker T. 
Washington. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
National Negro Committee is 
formed. A year later, the group 
adopts a new name, the National 
Association for the Advancement ol 
Colored People. 
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music sheets have been filling 
jkacaville homes for decades. 

„ , mir nwners Margie Abrew Carroll’s mother, Virginia, came from Ilawaii tq 

W8'l ter father, Joseph Abrew, came from Portugal in 1906. 
lh in their teens but at that tune had not met., 




,»„r musical needs. Our pm < sure CRU . 

CD‘s are the REST prices around. \ss.-. \\ ^ 

o and sell VIIS. laser. DVDS and games. 
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caville Music 

r M erchan. St. Vacavi.le 

707 - 448-3 651 






The "Ordinary” or Penney Farley had a large driving wheel, 
which was necessary to achieve a practical gear ratio. 

The spokes were tensioned by tie rods, which tensioned 

and trued the rim. 




Ray's Cycle 



400 Main St, Downtown Vacaville, 448-1911 
1121 Texas St., Downlnwn Fairfield, 428-1911 



























































































































































































































































































